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PLAYBOY INTERVIEW: A W JL .&»* J-^fl ^ && ^ jL*M-dlL*i$mA< 

a candid conversation with the embattled, outspoken attorney wh o defen ded j&kj&kv.-M 



• '■'.";, "Th^rrykd genius of the San Francisco 
}' 6ar" .~^r court jester" . . . "a publicily- 
'■'\piad pettifogger" . . . "the S. Iluroh 
of. tit e lega I profess i on " — / h est a u 
.".' .among the kinder thing* said^about San 
' Francisco attorney Melvin Mouron' Belli 
: '.(pronounced "belbcyc"). That he is un- 
^questionably among the greatest living 
"' ?\trial lawyers, however, is conceded awn 
by Bellfs legion of enemies, including no 
■'- few ax formidable in stature as the Ameri- 
can Bar Association, the American Medi- 
cal Association, most major insurance- 
" f . [firms, J. Edgar Hoover. Robert Kennedy, 
' ;_..: Richard Nixon and. perhaps most re- 
"'\cently, the city of Dallas, Texas, ever since 
Jack Ruby — with Belli as- his counsel — - 
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^;-/v .An eminent attorney long before the 
Ruby trial, "Belli has had more ej;e::i :.n 
the law in the past ten years than any :u 
lawyers in the hi si cer.! ..vv r " /.•.■ .-he /*•••»- 
sibly otterenthusiastic opinion uf n tot- 
■;■ leagjie. Indeed, many nf his cases ••t.ve 
['"established, Or curried forward, major 
■: precedents in America'* thai and trim- 
itial law. Defending those accused of rape. 
robbery, assault, arson, murder, frond. 
. pimping, income-tax evasion, forgery and 
t evcn oztertime parking, he has icon iit- 
' erally hundreds of criminal cases, Bni he 
Mtt best known as "The King of Torts" — 
a title lie cordially dislikes — for his vic- 
tories tn more than ItiO personal-injury 
-.'/ and medical-malpractice suits, in which 
"*;. he has earned for clients awards rang- 



ing from $100,000 to a record-setting 
$675,000. He has also pioneered the 
use of ''demonstrative evidence" before 
ju ries — graph ic, and sometimes grisly, 
courtroom displays of artificial limbs, au- 
topsy' photographs, skeletons, manne- 
quins, X rays, witnesses on stretchers — 
inspiring William Prosscr, farmer dean 
of the * University of California Law 
School, to. call hittt ''a Hollywood pro- 
ducer/' and his trials 4i epics of the super- 
colossal:" So potent is the Belli image, 
however., that defendant insurance com- 
panies have sometimes made substantial 
set it enter* is when mere mention was 
aihde thr;t Belli m^Jif be hired. 

An international law practice, plus a 
prodigious schedule of writing, lecturing 
and teaching, take* Belli around the 
world, usually foi.^.eed by a wake of 
controversy. But no o;.\c has earned him 
as many headlines a> the one he lo.-.l /5 
months ago in Da He.:, where he r.-.-j.-v.-v/ a 
r;. art room sensatim: by ten ping up after 
the unuour.iCincnt •»/ t heaver diet, wars 
in his e\es, to tl en on nee the death sen- 
tence for Jack Ruby a* 'the shotgun jus- 
tice of a kangaroo court." 

It was to explore the issues and the 
aftermath of this historic trial, as well 
as the other unpopular cau.-xs he has es- 
poused during his 12-year career, that we 
went to San Fran risen early this spring 
for an exclusive intcr.oew with the em- 
battled 57 -year-old attorney. He greeted 
us in the thrce-stoiy Belli Building, 
which he had bought from* ten Chinese 



owners and spent $f50,0i/*{lffliorinz U- 

such t u rn-of-thc-cen t u ry t.\\ 

it has been formally 'desi 

Landmark Number -IOS by 

via Historical Association. 7; 

Francisco Gray Line tou\ 

glimpse from the street ihrt] 

tare window of his ornaie 

Belli himself may be seen a 

desk consulting with dim 

leagues amid a spcc.l'.culur i 

hinge tif heavy crysttd clutiuc 

chairs, leather couches, 

quill pens, oil paint in ?s f \& 
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if clients h\ i'hc doie,-:i who he. 
been hirrti by Beiii's magic name a 
lofty courtroom baiting ave.a-y. 

la a casual display of expansive -.•> 
cioitsness, millionaire Belli //. . ' 
the keys to his KuHs-iioyi'' . c 
for our use during the . ;.»/■' unci: he 
\eincd and dined -i » rrgnl:*; in • itis a, 
S2SO.O00 Twin Beaks home. Duri'tg our- . 
weeh.long scics of conversations, we **e- . 
taufpanirtl him to .* t nakiniZ t nyagementji 
and mined him at his tatiur's for th 
fitting of tkree new suits And otcou 
first morning in town, we 
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jy lawye r 
.iiimnn.eul 

Mill: I would ,,,v \" ',. - nil , „ a l.i»- 

linn. V> »« «™ , ■ ,,,1,,-v nmiiK- 

tent counsel. .H« [\ n M , iavc rc|>re . 

,:,kc 'r, »rV' i.. < i -'»-'• • rcei i 

wOiOtHnvc V"i AllM . v if,,n IVir 

.-.like to think i h.i l «- , 

, h: ,s„VM,nk so l » v -^; ,, . |1 h lis country 

ollu . r delete n.tnnvys n . 

*i .1... iVill-is :iml-«> ,u,l ' s: 
m hy tin* ll.Ui.1^ . j w wns 

B lu,Os-.0s.,-n t J" r , 

Ihc lllS ,cs, sen ; l,l n .. (ii(! mw ihc 
American jiiMitt »c ..,,;,„„/ ■ 

— ' K^i H„r ........ ,«a 

kR :d counsel, n to - ,.„„!,.>, c.o 

lIiruB iu.O .Lai , .: ,<i ., , ; !! „n:cr 1 ..««* 
••,,vc.« conferee- •'"' ,.;,!,„ s . 

• * • ....lire hcadqi.a.icis <-"i" 
lions in l>" 1,(L " » , • a :is ,„,.-,•!» «.r 

■ „ c |, a .l no coun> ■ J- 0,j j^,,^- 

volunteered «> nn i " , isi : ,,„*.*• 

■ ,,,„,cd ».:..«•.«.,..> <>j »„„„ t , ;lil , 
Rlli „. HcW<,. , f « ;illil , snl :,in-. 

onuiyshanu..!'' !i)tj;llll)11 . 

,-C.idcl.tol III. I'MU .;„,,,, CC 1I. 

Asf:i - ; 'l,n ;;onnr..,n 1( s. r ,.tf'.- 
.,in«.i:.l iiulncnons ifl o . h ^ 

....cnoni:.! p."!'"- ; ■ »> ;f ^ulO.-UM.lc 
llu .„ ,!i«1 what* in k« «- illtl ,cicw 

a „d ...ifornivnlOc l.y U '^ a wl 

,„ the J.vcss tl.:u. »» ; • v ,„, 

Oswald^ nhvi.n.s :.nd - l ^ (hols to «,l 

• «'.«• IM'-ss ''I', lill ,M:..ni l ..nsIy:>..«l -.nno- 

<«»r';;;;;:::tES.^rc^,n 

sanity 0il< mm ••> „ ;„ ,„<)- 

"^''t'uw'; - n.r.,00.niMi.»ns 
U -st svl.cn l>:0l.is |il«»SL«-t ,, ; ll)C 

R „iliy .«•»•• >"" ■>',.;„,,■■ tt'lwi kiwi 
„( defi-ns.- 101111*1 «« •" . lllu .,iv 

•^«te«w««y.«»P ,l V.? ,l -- ol,n 
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X; ,« sl.o.00 &%i..rnWi 1 ;ont l«"" r 
„■ ,!,c Ant •-« B»r As-v^aiio"- 
; i icl.cuasW^.».nno.nnU»l)s«:.l«l 

w saldy 0«a<l .Ii.l In: RCI a «o..;«.M.l. 
In iK-inu m<i. sillhiK iii-xi t" •"! :!»•»••>; 

B.A. n, SHtcin Wain- K. I.P...K *- 
a.. H.i„ird to ivprcsc-n. <>s«i.W m <''^ 
VV-irrni C(imniisM'>n luMruiK- - 

IK- .l.io.O ilmi 0»waltt ami R >../ 
"In' uTlo a ri.I.l-wi..,; ,0ot gainst 

ui the Sc-crct Scrvi.c ami even il c 

a ,,i -the t.1.0.." »o y«;> ^ < h " 1 tliCbC 

r „s,,icio..s have any stO.s.ancc , 

,J,. ihcyrc hallncnato.y and uH" 

W rcpo crons.Doyo.1 svant ...know who 

fScvc is solely mi.onsil)le or start,n S 

hose rnmors? The Dallas j.ohcc Oc T ,n • 

. ...«I the Dallas Oisi.ict :.ito.neys 

X! • t on.inons .ns.nua.ions that 

< ^.o'i.,.0 R.O.V knew each o.her sin - 

cach.rin S the trial- 1» O.e]...^ «!•-'« 

^ ! ,rinl w rt « ii .» 

haveheenqna.. J 

E-Lrncl^iSV.O.ysec.ns.nnc 

'■ ll * k /.f .-- !.iv;.«:n(onciii«:nl 

^:.;r;r:;c-.-; ...-.,.,= 

'■ i , 1 vJnlOno I .e 1 ..,,.lHf'.Ois,on.^ 
■ i . •••Ilie.e svas even an.onira^eoos 

v.-.simr llial -nil own ll<M«n>n . 

;,.,.,! ;,, ilu- ;issassin:it.oii. 
Ii.hnsm. miisii.i'l ... n u. 
i, smrced to the l'.esnle.uy. Now- 
k„„w ns n,uci. ,hont -he assassn... uon 
an„v„i:.n : .live.a..OU.n.e..y l n.l..t 
t , i:il i l -w ; .s,heharrc„.M.hiary.uto Ixc 
Oswald, "e wns,cra,y .nan. Ail lc 
ind R«0.y were strangers. I h« >e ->rc 
",i Th« niosi in.redihle l.hinK to .«c 
5,v the FBI OiOnt pass alonfi ... the 

Oswald. Hul -is mini' =•* l ,kllkl . U 
0„f ...:.., that J. MRW Hoover „ 

^u:-o f ...e ! o,.o. :J - : x: 
;:;:~:::nm^x>-^ 

^^^-Wn^-^yona, 

;*„ ,„ Warrens s,atenn,...O. l r.n l ; 1. 

^,n.ission-.sOeliher:,tio..s..l.:.l.he(..l. 

;,,;; «,f «1h: a*:.«in a .ion »wn.rt come 

otU i„m.r, lifetimes"? 

BEIU: None T hat was « e — ^^. 
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|K Mh.'llt .'HIV , k tm -:^^L 

you're looking tor unrfjHH:*, ihough. 
I call .ic-11 you someihf^most people 
never knew, The night before Oswald 
was shot. "l" learned, a Dallas policeman • 
ami his -gulfricml talked with. Jack 
Ruby, trying to gel him u> approve of 
the idea ot having Oswald lynched. 
Their reason was that they knew wluf a. 
weak-minded guy Jack ttnby was. Ai die 
triafcl: never mentioned the cop and his 
giri. because I neve* could locate ihcm 
again; they just disappeared. 
PLAYBOY* U'Jiy did you take on the Ruby 
diic>. Some say it was for the publicity.. 
BELLI: Look. I'm for. hire. J will defend 
•.anyone who comes to me— even the pres- 
ident of the Hair Association suing a guy 
for defamation, for/ accusing him of 
being a liberal, in favor of civil rights, 
due process of law, and against wire tap- 
ping. My/service to the community as a 
trial lawyer is tha.U.1 am for hire by 
cither side. As far as publicity is con- 
cerned.' I'd had my fill of that long be- 
fore that travesty of a trial ever came 
along. Sly motive in. taking the caNc was . 
.that I hoped 1 might be able to do some- 
thing for that sick mail. Jack Ruby, for 
psychiatry, for law, and for tolerance.* 
But 1 djdu't volunteer for ihc job. Jack's 
brother" Earl asked me if I would take 
; iKc case, and he offered inc a defense fee 
t.oC $100,000. . .'. m . 

! PLAYBOY: Did that sum play any part in . 
' your decision? 
BELLI: I agreed to take die case for the 
reasons I've just staled, But since you've 
brought up the money, it might interest 
you to know dial I never got anything 
like 5100,00'.) for tl»c case. \Viiat 1 got 
was debts— bilis. expenses for our defense 
team, for the medical expci is who flew to 
Dallas to testify for Ruby, and other costs. 
I did get about $12,000 from the Rtibys. 
but I paid for every other cent of the 
* costs out of nvy own pocket— about 
i $15,000. It might also' interest you to 
I know that I was offered $100,000 from 
1 another source not to defend Jack Ruby. 
I'm not saying what source. 
PLAYBOY: There has been some specula- 
tion that the .offer came from a wcll- 
; known right-wing Dallas oil millionaire." 
BELLI: If that's what yon heard, that's: 
: what yon heard?. 

; PLAYBOY: That's all you want to say 
. about it? 

; BELLI; No more — now, 
; PLAYBOY; All right. Once you accept- 
.-* cd the case, what made you decide on a 

plea of temporary insanity? 
J. BELLI: The incontrovertible evidence 
of psychiatric examinations. Jack Ruby 
was and is a very sick man who belongs 
in a menial hospital. We owed to our 
j: national image a dramatic example ^ of 
""■' h ow ' 'lite i A merican legal system pu"^.5. 
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ihc iiicoifji^W in our laws uiu.cr- 
stauding fieiual ilhicxs. Indeed, for 
the world «.. M.e and appreciate tin? mod, 
crn medical specialty of psychotherapy 
at work was one of the great p»vn:.>es ol 
that trial. And those brilliant clinical 
experts— psychologists and neurologists 
—who examined Jack Ruby put to- 
gether an unmistakably clear picture of 
a mentally unstable man whom the as- 
sassination had stunned and shocked 
and impelled into frantic, attention- 
seeking compulsions beyond his power f : 
j to control. Nothing I've ever sensed in': 
i advance, about the line of defense for a 
| client has ever been more' graphically 
j justified by die evidencc^-or more ig- 
: nored by a jury. 

I I never dreamed what a kangaroo^ 
^court°of mockery and errors and pre]- ! 
udice in law and decency we were going 
uo face in diat city. There. isn't one fair- 
minded lawyer who won't appreciate 
^what I'm saying when the transcript can 
;bc read: I've disagreed with jury verdicts 
ifeefore; every lawyer has. But I've nevei 
.felt that the jurors weren't honestly 
trying to do their very best — except on 
jthat black day there in Dallas. 
! PLAYBOY: Bitter criticism and even 
'American Bar Association censure have 
'been leveled at yon for shouting after 
the verdict, "May I diank the jury for -.. 
:\ictory of bigotry and injustice" Hor 
ido you feel about it now? j 

BELLI: As outraged as I did then. It . 
v:as a spontaneous outburst of horror at !] 
ihc callous death sentence from a jury j 
thai had u'kcii ao.ualiy less diaii one 
hour to consider all of the complex 
sciciuific testimony about that pudul. 
. afllicted little man. I shouted long, vitu- 
< pcrativelv, and in tea** that a kangaroo 
■j court and a bigoted jury had railroaded j 
Jack Ruby to purge rheir collective con- , 
science in a rape of American justice 
i diat made Dallas a city of shame forcver- 
i more. Too often have our conns of law 
" j shown us that vindictive streak, diat 
! drive to heap society's sins upon an indi- ; 
ividual, that hypocriticd refusal to face: 
1 facts inherent in which arc unpleasant 
• truths about ourselves. The watching,. 
, .! listening world needed to hear a voice) 
1'from among those Amcricms who rccog-i 
ni/cd what had happened, and wiio were 
Vickeucd by Dallas' cruelty, the smug- 
ness, ihe community defensiveness and 
the blind determination to crucify onc ; 
man for everyone's sins. 

■ PLAYBOY: Do you think that's any 
more true of Dallas than it would have 
been ol any other city where the ~ ;si- 

■ dent might have been mur:. ;\:;>. . 
BELLI: It's uniquely true of '. 
las i* unlike any oilier city » 
even the vest of Texas thank C • is 
ililleivm iVom Dallas, l-deral Jud^ -a:- 

. ah Hughes called J>al!:if "tbr only^ c>- 
ic a t i Liiy H \ which the ^j™;*;^ 
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h«\e licrii =h* : : , 

ti on"ii:icr vc!ii?r.iii uTii.WEPTe \TImi an 
praised :nul ivpm'ctl I hi* in »«jh 
terms' as "minder spiral 01 me world, 
"a sick ciiy " "a h*"'i »"» >«>"•" " :t ol > ° [ , 
shame aiKrhaie." Here is :i ciiy where :. 
minister told Lis Hoc*. -If :»■>' or you 
vote lor this Catholic Kennedy, don t 
yon ever come to my. church again.** 
Here is a ciiv "here I.t»»k my wire = 
s in#«bh toVbcauiiful Baptist clinrdi ; 
amt on the Sunday' program :»i usher 
gave me. the Lord's message- was 
squeezed down in a corner under -the 
dftirdi's impressive balance slicci full of . 
dollar [signs. Here is a city where I en- 
tcrcd a barbershop, unrecognized, and : 
someone discussing die trial said, "I hear 
they got diose Jew psychiatrists out from 
Maryland," and someone replied, \eali, 
with Uicir slick Jew lawyers.' I.swept the 
towel "from around my neck, stood 
slight up. give the Nazi, salute, yelled 
-Achtung! Heil Hitler!" and goose- 
stepped outside. Here is a city whose 
prosecutor said of ;. St. Patrick's Day pa- 
^rade, "Maybe were pressing our luck too 
far to allow anodicr parade so soon Tor • 
another Irishman!" And the same pros- 
ecutor said. "Well, if they want to look 
inside of Jack Ruby's brain, we'll give it 
to them alter we fry him:" 
• Dallas is where Atllai Stevenson was 
spat upon and hit upon the head with a 
picket sign, and where the American lag 
was hung upside down by General Ld- 
win Walker, an ardent advocate of the 
philosophy of the John Birch Society. I11 
Dallas in 191.0 even Lyndon Johnson ainl 
his lady had been insulted. Dallas is a city 
where die -Miniiurwomeii" v.ei on tele- 
phones and tail all over widi suih. mes- 
sages as "Menial health is ConmimusLic" 
and "l'luoiidaiion of water is Commit- = 

nistic" 

PtAYBOY: Aren't you describing the ■ 
activities of a lunatic fringe? t 
BELLI: Look, I'm not talking about all . 
die citizens of Dallas. I'm talking about . 
die oligardiy diaiT«/« and runs the ! 
city. I'd be the first to admit that some j 
of Americas truly fine people live there. ■ 
In Dallas I met two or die greatest j 
stand-up guvs I ever knew: Stanley Mar- \ 
cus of Nciman-Marcus— it took Visceral \ 
courage to speak out as he did; and Rab- 
-bi Silverman— Ik: was one of the bravest 
men there. No, my contempt is reserved . 
solely for die city's archreaciiouary oh- : 
garchy. You know what made ihcin mad- 
der at me than anydiing else? It was 
when- 1 said what symbolized Dallas for 
me: a gold-plated bidet Id seen with a 
philodendron growing out of it. They 
were enraged at the implication that 
they hadn't known what 10 do wnh u. 
Well, 1 take thai back. They Ha know 
what they can i\o with it. 

I'll never forget how Sheriff "Bill Deck- 
er iaid he was going to see to the "s afc- 
* B « saitta: -T^nalifll my tfia i^isTanu T , 
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so nuiil^.h feeling around here." i 
told liiinj,,.. .00k, 1 appreciate your con- 
rern. but we're going to walk down 
goddamn Main Street to the courthouse. 
Whenever it gets to the point here in 
America, in my own country, that 1 
can't walk down any main street as a 
trial lawyer, then I'll have to take down 
j my shingle." And I would. I'd go to 
■ Congress and walk outside wearing a 
sandwich board. I'd howl to the heav- 
ens. I might have to do.some flamboyant 
1 things to get my story heard, but yo^ 
know I know just* how to do it. In any 
case, we rfirfwdk down that Main Street 
in Dallas to the trial, but I'm going to 
tell you the truth. I was scared shitless. I 
used to say. despite all my enemies, th?' 
no one would ever actually want tcV 
shoot me. But now, after walking down 
that street and seeing. the hate in die 
eyes of everyone who watched,. I never 
would say that again. 
PtAYBOY: Was your outburst in court 
.•die reason for your being dismissed as 
Ruby's lawyer after the trial? 
BEttl: I was not fired. I bowed out of 
my own accord. I lost my objectivity that 
clay in Dallas. Once I lose my objectiv- 
ity, I've lost my value in our advcrsa.-y&! 
system of justice. So I got out of the ca:e. j? 
It's as simple as thai. 
PtAYBOY: What do you think will ;e 
suit from the appeal of Ruby's cony.c- 
tion which is now pending? 



BEltl: I think that everyone 111 
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knows what will almost automat ical!;.:| 
happen whn: an appellate court re-- 
views that trial transcript away from 
that emotionally charged Dalh-r court* 
room. 1 pray to God that the terrible 
■ miscarriages of American justice thai 
trial transcript contains will cause the : 
case to be rcvcr.scd-.A11d I pray, for tin 
sake of that sick, pathetic little man. 
Jack Ruby— whose already parancid- 
i schizophrenic condition has deteriorated 
* ■■ shockingly during his long imprison-. 
: ment without psychiatric care, and who : 
1 has tried several times to commit suicide 
I in his cell, once by butting his head 
j against the wall— dial his cruel death 
sentence will be commuted to life im- 
'■ prisonment in a mental hospital, where 
. he has belonged, since the day they put 
him in Dallas' city jail a year and a naif 

ago. 

PtAYBOY: Do you favor capital pun- 
ishment in murder cas's where ihe assail- 
ant is adjudged mentally sound? 
BELLI: I don't lavoi institutional venge- 
ance under any circumstances. Who 11: 
Gods name has the right u» pas- :.ulg- 
inent on ihe life of anoili. : \ :na* 
being? Who's to UMirp lhi> »iiu% 
i-ogaiivc? Only a priniitixt. mil- 
lions this kind of b:uU.rit>. Ju-i 
, the creeps who are in r ayor ol ir. 
die feeling they want to be -U^ 
pu ll the Swi tch. Dick Nixon is ^ ^nj J 
i, <>«, — -I . t „ ... -f.-r-.r - nHjJ^.* T ' T £r 
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^ orcTikcly it's because cf U. 



I ing rate of imputation growlW V,, 
i the poor, ilic uneducated and die under- ., 
privileged in our squalid. sprawling ciy , 
. lums; because of the struggle to ;*«.»..■■ 
■* our individual identities .nan. «c,c,s- ! 
indy anonymous; mass society; because 
of our liberation. from Victorian, sexual ;-,_. 
strictures, which has set many young , •■ 
Vpcople inoratfy; adrift; because; velmd 
Xhcs burdened with more leisure ; 
S? .'""ever before, and the Devil is ! , 
filing work for idle Lands; and .maybe. ., 
partly because we. have too many law. ; 
•5l i" us What not to do-some of them { 
< X damned silly laws.;Instead of trying to ! 
6 : d' legislate morality :{ for,;a4u ts. Avhy d.m t 
f 4 we try/teaching it'toduldrcn? The bet- 
p 4Ter. the. more tolerandy. die more sym- 

* * •= > padtetkally we educate our children, the j 
9 & less crime we'll have when they grow up. 

.0 .i ; PlAyB oY;-;' Another "legal technicality 
:V "*• » decried, and Occasionally defied, by, aw 
>2 -i enforcement officials is die Constitution- ; 
V, ^4 4d amendment that safeguards the public, 

* 3 '-^ Jfrom "unreasonable ■ searches and sei- 
24 .?1-'zures." thus prohibiting police, say on a: 
2 5 ^ gamblingor vice. raid, from ■entering, a 
>6 : - private residence wid.out knocking, or, 
i 7 • -■ from 'searching a . premises without a 
i o .-'Li warrant. Do they have a yahd conipkum 
? ° '^beui: In a word. no. I'm sull : .Y:cio..-. 
- 9 - r Ci an enough to feel that my home is my 
JO ,7^. castle. Damn it. if I were growing man-; 

* 1 ^^'juana i.i my backward. I'd still .ns.stih uu , 
>-2>^l !>,- Edgar get a search warrant helore 1 d 
"■^fttict him wipe his feet on my door mat. 
'* ^ l Oncc. the uninvited have die catte- 
•4 • blall chc rigl.t to prowl my home and 
: 5 ! search my person, next they H be ires 
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! search my person, next they'll be ires- 
; passing in my u,i»-J. as they « alre.it y 
'"'t.' 1 uviiiE to do with. muh scrum a. ul he 
^|. detectors. Such Gestapo information pro- 
fe.4 , .. '..~. «»iv mmeccssavv but 
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cedures arc not only unnecessary 
unendurable in a democracy. 

Except perhaps to our God. we all 
have a facade, even to our closest 
friends; some of us even to ourselves, 
and to our spouses— our spouses in par- j 
ticular.' for that matter. Jt may not be , 
good that we have it. but I don t believe , 
die state or anyone else has a r.glu to 
pierce that facade without the .indivi* . 
uals consent-even though u might be j 
, a < .*•■»;•. good therapy for us to have the veil , 
• 8 :K:v: ' drawn aside. But that's die psychothcr- ( 
i9 ^&4 apists* realm, not die. tops'. 
vri:S*y:-.2.p lAY BOY, How do you. feel about lc , 
galired wire tapping? Is it. morally or , 

lecally defensible? '.'...,. . • 

,-iM^J ami: Wire tapping, like lie detectors , 
3 ^!llP, and mult scrum, isn't only impolite, its . f 
l^K'i morally, leg-ally, innately wrong: it unite ; 
>SHfe of spying. We cant let Big Brother get i 
>€$?&M a*ra/with it. He's already got Ins long 
;f^v:^ 1 arm up to die elbow into our pocket 
» -: 2^" '• 1 books, our offices and oor daily hie. 
i5^^v : ' PiAYBOY: Doesn't your own firm cm- 
|?^lt-.iptoy wire tapping in. its investigative 
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ii( ise unavoidable. If I'm 
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makes iis i<>n» — 

a layman. I fan tin n away from an ugly 
wmmd. bin iiiit if I'm a s.ng.on-and as 
a lawyci. I t>m a surgeon ol sort*: I have 
'to.utc eveiv means at my tomn.ana to 
venresciu my diem. jn« « » »" r ^ >n U , M 
to ii* evnv ii»triimcnt or drug at ha 
commanil to save bl, |...ilciu. W* ».n.|.ly 

that ln.ftul»K ! ' ,,,,w v> f "" , " K> ." 1 ' :if ° 
that no (iiii'rirniinu* and irabstic law- 
yer, however much he deplores it, h" , 
jniy choice but to use it. 
, piaYBOYi Ain-uig the Maunchcst support- 

• crs of legalized electronic surveillance 
' is - the rnl." What do you think of its 
j vaunted reputation for scientific crime 

detection? .... 

! ami: 'l'heir. technical expertise \s more 

• impressive ihan their, reputation. Snrc. % 
it's a patriotic institution, as sacrosanct, 
as motherhood— but both can get a bit 
sukening when overportrayed. wlncli 

. they arc. While it spends its time ami 
I I the taxpayers' money chasing two-bit car 
I I thicres ami looking for Communist spies 
| in Greyhound bus stations, organized 
crime co.niiincs to get fat "off of prosniu- 
lion. do,»c. gambling, "juice" and mur- 
der for hire; it's die nation's biggest 
business. With its resources and its pow- 
cr there's no reason in Gods world why 
"the Htl tmddn't base broken up the 
syudic.e long ago if Hoover really 
wanted to. The reason be basn t is smi-. 
I I ply that syndicate bigwigs arc so good 
! f at covering up their tracks that it s hell- 
ishly dillHidt to get a conviction, ami lie 
wants .«» kr.:p h'-. pr«i«.u. Kill's sl«m- 
i,„, ..soiicbeoii unbesmircbed by failure. 
PIAYBOY: We take it you're not o.-.c o: 
his in-catcM admirers, 
-.fill: You might say tbju. If you , want 
a Rood scare, get a copy of Ircd Cooks 
book Thr Ml Nobody Knows, and read ; 
it some dark night. It tells the cold, hard : 
facts about Hoover. As the KM s revered 
dire. tor. lies .lone a great job-oi mak- 
fim bis position more secure than that o 
tuust rrowned heads in this troubled 
world. ll.Kivers dictatorial ideas ami 
ideology have no place in a position of 
jttitli power in a deniocrac,. I 

PlAYBOYi What is his i<le<dogy? . j 

MUli' The i.ienlogy of fascism of right- , 
ism. I/.dk at how many cx-lBI men arc t 
n.c-mbers of .he John Birth Society; I. 
wonder where duy picked .1 up. Hoover 
is an anhieailionary antoerat who dep- 
recates the concept that "we the peo- 
ple" arc lii in govern ourselves, lies a 
daneeroiu. dangerous man whom we 
should haw- gone., rid of a long time 
:,e». Given full rein, bed lcgab/e . I 
only wire tapping but scanh w.;!.£v- 
warrant and noknock-and-entt r; f;'i 
the name of law and order, he wc I 
completely ahamlon due ...-occss and J 
onititituiioiial protections guarantect > 
ev ery citir.c n. - *-'"^- * 

r T.$jf*Ov r%rc£ y ou going a >it ^ 
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in g •tfiC'tn iUi. When il r m 



in tell- 



2 
3 

.4 
.5 

:6 

-I 

.8 

*9 

:0: 
»i- 

!2 

.'3 

14 

.'S 

?6 

il- 

>8 

29 

JO 



I 



«vi 







~X : : 






'■.:'^J: 



• --f'^Hi,'.--" 



. i(f?*»"i*-i'.^i* : 






print, I fully expect a knoc* a; the door 
from Mr. Hoover's gray-Manuel millions. 
31icy'vc already tried to lap uiy phones 
and monkey* with my mail. Hut I've had 
uninvited nocturnal visitors before. I'm ( 
ready for them. -The question is: Arc J 
they ready for inc? 

PLAYBOY: Speaking of . violating inch'- j 
vidual rights, do you feel, as some have • 
charged, that Robert Kennedy, as Attor- 
ney General, unduly and cx;r.dcgally , 
harassed Teamster boss Jimmy HoiFa? ; 
BElLbJGod pity Hoffa. Any individual i 
is in trouble today if he gets the. eagle j 
after him. One vicious man, Bobby Ken- j 
ncdy, subverting the powers of govern- j 
ment, made it a mission to "get" Hoffa. 
Now, Hoffa's done a lot I don't like— but 

.1 di ink some of his convictions will be ± 

•reversed. ;lf Hoffa lias done wrung— and ! 
maybe hS "haV-the law* will take care ' 
of him/ He should b<T prosecuted, not 

• persecuted. 

PLAYBOY: Fact magazine recently at- 
tributed to you the following remarks 
about Robert Kennedy: "He's the most 
vicious, evil son of a bitch in American 
politics today. .* . . Sure, he wants to be 
President, but what he really wants is to 
become head of the universe. . . . The. 
Pope isn't safe with that little bastard 
around. . . . He's arrogant, rude, and 

-even ignorant of ihe law. . . .He's the 
monicd Little Lord ■ Fauutlcroy of gov- 
ernment. . . . livery newspaperman 
knows what lie is. and ever* Johnson 
can't siand him, but everybody is too 
scared of .the son of a bitch." Arc these 
accurate quotes? 

BELLI: That's, wh.it I said. But 1 cer- 
tainly didn't "expect, to sec it on the 
cover of a magazine; "indeed, I didn't ex- 
pect to be directly quoted. But I've since 
had hundreds of both lawyers and lay- 
men write and telephone me to say, "I 
wish to hell I'd had the guts to say the 
same tiling." Kennedy as Attorney Gen- . 
eral had absolutely no. experience for 
the job as top lawyer of :he United 
States. Who is this man, who has never 
been in a courtroom, to tell me how to 
-act, or to tell my colleague trial lawyers 
how to act? Which he did. But quite 
apart from diat, and his vendetta against 
Hoffa, I know of nothing Bobby. Ken- 
nedy as Attorney General did that he 
could point to with pride. 
PLAYBOY; How about his department's 
dedication to the enforcement of civil 
rights legislation? 

.'BELLI: His office did a tremendous and 
good job on civil rights; hui in J. "7; 

•"Kennedy's Administration, could r.vy 
Attorney Gcneial's office have done le^s? 
PLAYBOY: What do you feel can be done 

- to rectify the mockery of justice in South- 
ern courts, which perennially exonerate 



- -the ones "*ik|||^B c "'gg ^' |"|d ;iu 

of ic i -lu i c r^ct ^p^^-affronF no'llniTy 

the law of man the law of God; they 

disgrace diemselves and our country be- 

. fore the world. But this conspiracy of 

; hate and bigotry won't last; its days ~X . 

j numbered. In practical terms, however, 

j we can't change die state laws or die 

inbred prejudices that keep them in f 
, force. I'm afraid we must resign our- 
selves . to the fact that these atrocities, ' 
and these travesties of justice, will con- 
tinue until die white South, learns to un- 
derstand and respect the spirit as well as ' - ; 
the letter of due process and equality be- 
i fore the law... It just takes time. Pretty _. 
\ soon all the subterfuges, tricks and de- 
ceits designed to circumvent die civil 
: rights laws^ will have been tried by die ; 
\ die-hards and eliminated by the Supreme :■ 
; Court. Then, and only then, will Nc- • 
igroes in the South begin to enjoy the 
j fruits of true freedom. 

I PLAYBOY: Do you share the conserva- j • - r 
! live view that die present Supreme j : . 
Court, because of its trail-blazing deci- ; 
sions iii civil rights, censorship, school ; 
prayer and the like, is "too liberal"? And 
do you agree with those who feel diat it 
[has begun to unrightfully usurp legisla- t 
' live authority? 

v BEtLlr What do you mean by "liberal" . 

; and "conservative"? If you mean that 

."liberals" arc more concerned with hu- 

■man rights, and "conservatives"; with ■ ^ 

property rights, I think that's as good a \'~- 

•definition as any. According to that 

definition, the present Supreme Court is 

the most liberal we've ever had. But loo 

: liberal? No. As for assuming legislative 

authority, of course it has. But vnri?J.l- 

fully'/ No. l : or good or for bad, our 

Supreme Court has without question be- 

i coTffc the second legislatures Washing- 

[ ton. 1 say that not in criticism, only as 

something in the nature of things. I hap- . 
: pen to think we have a great Supreme ' .■ 

Court, the greatest decision-making ; 
i Court we've ever had, the most humani- j . 
' tarian in pur history. Earl Warren is a \ -, ; ; 
: great administrator; he has integrity, 
'ability. The individual justices are sin- j ■ , 
. cere and hard working; they try hard to j: . 
| be objective, to put country above per- .../. 
! sonality; they're the best we've ever had. : 
The Court ' has done the American ; 
people great justice in rendering die law 
j consonant with the changing needs and 
• increasing complexities of the cuutempo- 
, niry world. 
PLAYBOY: Since die turn of die centu- 
ry, many attempts at censorship of sex- 
ually explicit books and tilins have been 
made by the U.S. Post Office, the I-.S. j;jj 
Customs Bureau, various state govern* £& 
ments and scores of religious and citi- -.«|* 
zens' censor hoards. Almost al! of th'cic 
bans have been judicially overruled, . 
: some of them in historic decisions by thc-^ 
Supreme Court. With whom do you feri 
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alhg^IIy obsuur i rca i idBrTs>~ 
, BELLI: With ihc jiiililf^&Hitfi x\u\ 

court*. If I were dcfeii-.. .g ;, to-ollcd 
. "dirty" book, I'd feci a jury of my p< rrs 
5 fully qualified to judge, its redeeming 
J merits. Juries do a damned good soul- 
[ searching job that speaks for their roin- 
! munity's collective morality. Let. literary [ 
: men, ministers, professors, the tolerant,' 
the bigoted, the bioackniutlcd and thc\ 



nanrow/miiKlcd aM have at it in 
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room. The sparks 'of conflict will shed ■ 
die light by which justice may be illumi- 
. nated.;On!y a jury will arrive at a judg- 
; meht dial is die wish, the temper of die 
j community—which I. think; should be " 
the ultimate criterion of judgment. 
PLAYBOY: s How do you feel in general- 
about the much^liscussed revolution in 
s£*ual attitudes and practices diat's uk- ' 
i"g place in America today? 
BELU; If believe in the Constitution, 
' the Bdl of Rights, and* sex, and not neo ' 
essarily in/diat order^ut sex has been 
here since the Garden of Eden and no f 
overnight revolution in die sex relation- - 
ship is going to accomplish anything 
good. Greater. candor, yes; greater per- 
missiveness, no'. I can't believe that pre- 
marital and extramarital relations per . 
; se can lead to a fuller life or more cn- 
• during happiness. I'm certainly not Vic-, 
torian, except in my office decor, and 
; I've tertainly seen enough of life as ah' , 

J- •/l^e-bodied seaman, knocking' abound- 
■ "the world with Errol Flynn, and trying 
t cases in every state; bull do not believe, 
in this particular area of human rela- 
tionship, that lack of will power will 
achieve any greater degree of happiness. ' 
I will say, however, dm I don't think 
we're more meretricious sexually than 
lecherous ' old • grandpa. We've just 
brought sex a little more into the open. > 
And that's all to the good. 
PLAYBOY: You and Errol Flynn were 
close friends, weren't you? 
BELLI; Yes, we were. We met when I ' . 
was retained to represent a* sailor who 
had been accidentally harpooned in the 
foot by a guest on Errol's yadJt, the 
Zaca. When I went down to Hollywood 
to question Enrol and walked in wearing '■■ 
a white suit and a black Homburg, his : 
eyes lit up. He had always been im- j 
pressed widi die histrionics of trial law,; 
and I've always felt that I might have 
been an actor. After I'd taken his deposi- ; 
tion, we had a most enjoyable legal tus- '■ 
»sle, and a friendship began. He was' 
great company. He lived life to the full- j 
est; he was up at all hours; he drank; 
vodka before he got put of bed in the ' 
•morning. And he had the Devil in him. ; 
He loved pixy tricks, and played more : 
ibnn-his share of them. In a dresser 
drawer, I remember, Errol kept about SO 
emcrald-looking rings, which he'd give 
to girls, telling them with great feclhig, 
'This belonged to my mother." 
Hc ^andl a lso played exeat iokes on 



. l '' , Vilfi^B l,i; l,,M - l!ltl '""" n ill Pa ris 
; Ei-foTV^PT.all his clothe* u> hT Coi)l * 
and if i> w -,i oil his bed for a n;u>. \ 
•left him sleeping souucily and went 
j downstairs to the hotel hat and sold tick- 
r jcts for five dollars apiece to about *>0 
; women— Frenchwomen and uiuristsl- 
j whom I brought upstairs for a guided 
i tour of Errol in the altogether. Well we 
: were all tiptoeing through the bedroom 
(when some silly Frenchwoman be"m> 
; giggling and yelled 'Tlceu! Flecni""' 
; and woke him up.. Did he get sore'„ 
' This was in 1949. I had been in Ror'c 
on a business trip, and was about 'o 
. leave for Tokyo when Errol called from 
I Pans. He said, "Dear boy, you've got io 
j come to Paris. They've got me over a 
; barrel." I went, intending to stay two 
j days, and stayed mondis. Errol was ma& 
jing^a movie partially financed by* the 
■ French government and there were plen- 
:' ty of complications on which he needed 
j my help. We stayed about half the time 
;on the Zaca, anchored off Nice. Errol 
' would go down to the bilge, where be 
(kept some gold ingots hidden, bring one 
back, row to shore with it, turn it jn for 
\ currency— and we'd be oil for a night at 
j the casino. 

In Paris, at the Belle Aurora, ai 
| exquisite little French restaurant, aftc* 
we'd gotten up at nr.on, we'd sit hot 
about one to four and have imaginar 
trials, drinking bottles of calvado; 
! That's applejack made hi Normandy 
country; it would diasc wliitc lighmiivr 
out of business. We'd drink and i,.v C iu 
legal cases, usually minders, wliich we 
; tried on ihc opot. People would crowd 
• outside in the street until they hV.ked 
I it- \\\ accuse Errol and examine ,iiin, 
; then -he would accuse me and examine 
-: me. AVe'd get almosf-co the point of 
j blows. ■. ■ 

\ In later years, back in this country, mv 
J family came to know Errol weli.' He 
. sometimes stayed with us. fiut he wasn't 
^wcll. My little son, Caesar, called him "a 
! sick man"— die perception of children. ! 
[ ^^y wife would plead with him to take it 
j easier. He told her, "Look, IV c done 
evcrydiing. twice, why should I boiher? 
If I had an attack, there wouldn't be \ 
4 -utyone to give a damn." Right at the ' 
end, he was planning to play mc in a 
film. It was about this time thai he sent 
mc galleys of Aly Wicked, Wicked Ways. 
I wasn't home when he telephoned, on 
his way to Vancouver to sell the Zaci; it 
was like selling his life. He told my wife, 
"Tell the guy I love him; just tell him 
that for mc." Then, later— it was mid- 
night— I was in bed at our Los An«:-J< 
home when Errol's valet telephoned". »,., 
said 1 . " I f e s go u e. " »-S- 

PLAYBOY: Vou talk about him like S 
brother. 

BELLI: J guess we were broth/ rs, in a ^. t 
—though I was an nidy child. Like ; .:u 
I'mwiid, enthusiastic; I love rieople. 
alxu^og see, born July 2 9, .1907.' " 
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**AaYBOY: 111 Silior.i. t:.i'.:;iui*^ 

in g iu ?"»? biography-. Is ih:u 
crew up? .. . v..,- 

BEUI; Until I readied college -age. when 
I went off to die University of Cali- 
fornia In -Berkeley,: But 1 almosi didn t 
make it. I wis die. valedictorian of my 
high school graduating class,- but I bad 
to sue die principal to get my diploma, i 
i>iAYBOY:< How did. thai. . happi ■''••' 
BElih : ■ Weli*Tl was brutally attacked, 
the evening- before graduation— by a 
huge bottle of whiskey. I, was. so sick the 
next daydiat J couldn't get to scbool to 
make niy^eehv and when the principal 
found out^'hy.Jie withheld my diploma. 
He was adamant, so my father took me 
to see an. old "family -friend, a judge. 
When- the judge heard the story he said 
• "MYtboy, youVe been wronged! And 
"' ■■ he hauled out of his desk a couple of 
"*M wrift a replevin >.a,bunch warrant a con- 
pleof subpSindduces tecum, a- habeas 
corpus/a habeas diploma^ handful of 

_ * ..*- " ■ »_ 'j u- «.-.,/-!- nil e\\ them 
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*A old bail-bonds, and he stuck all of them 
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-together with notary public seals and 
red ribbon and he marched over to the 
scbool and served all or it on the princi-. 
oal' I got my diploma on the spot, bp to 
that day I bad been thinking about 
being a. doctor, but. right then I knew 
die law.was-Jor me. . , . 

Myfathcr lost bis m6ncy in the crash, 
so I bad to work my way through college 
'■iii a soda jerk, a summer farm hand ana 
tilings like that: I even wrote otf lor free 
samples of things like soap and ihavmg 
cream and sold them to iny Iraicrnuy 



brothers. After I graduated, 1 
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snent a 

year traveling around the. world on incr- 

•chant ships as an able-bodied .seaman. 

Then I entcrcd.ihe Uiiivci-»ity ot Cnlifor- 

--. i nia Boalt Hall Law School. I stood a 

'■* 1 lucky lSdi in a class of-150. 

In 193S, when I got iny degree. I was 
■ ' lucky enough to get a job as a Govern- 
ment investigator, posing as an itinerant 
bum, moving around with die Okies. 
My name was supposed to be "Joe Baci- 
galupi." I was supposed to subnnt re- 
ports on what the Okies were talking 
about and what they wanted. I had a 
card widi a special Los Angeles tele- 
phone number to call if I ever got in 
really bad trouble— not for just getting 
arrested or beaten up; it had to be really 
important. I never hail to use it. One of 
my first deep impressions was watching 



U.-4P*vi. : r Los Angeles deputy cops standing on 
>2Jisi^? ; die city line clubbing back poor Okies 
, *^* ,r?r T trying desperately to get into the city to 
feet on relief rolls, or at least to get a 
i "? . ~ ii.. t ...,«ie n n-uort diat 



. .uic city line dunning back poor 
nW^* ' r T trying desperately to get into the city to 
»•>.•*&.*.- 4 ;. * o b n rc { jcf roll$> or at least to get a 

ju. , meaL Eventually, I wrote a rqiort dial 
,._fej was used as the basis for ndgratory- 
J %{HSw^--'--'i •worker relief in that area, 
i nm v ■ ' Moving out and about dicn. riding in 
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j* worker relief in that area 
■' Moving out and about t 
i and on and underneath freight cars, 
^"bumming." standing in soup lines 
sleeping in skid-row "jungles. I don t 

* -° ■ • T *wv* tl->i-/\-i.Ml nut 
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UlVL \ kllo-.O^t^y 

dvK V ;Svi;lv A r ;» : nlr 
and die onuL . :nnl it's wlicrc I learned 
aboiii the kangaroo courts in dns couii: 
try. Well, after that moratory h»!io 111- 
vcstigaiion job ended S:.y. I scerti to 

j be telling my life stor>'. Do you really 

i want to hear it? 

'' PtAYBOY: Certainly. 

• BELLI: All right, you asked for it. W ell. ■ 
I got desk space hi a small San Francisco , 
law firm. But nodiing happened. I ju^t 

: sat there. Finally, in 1934. a well-known ■ , 
defense lawyer took me on for die lordly [ - 
: "wa^c of §25 a month. But nothing hap- | 
I pericd thete eidVer, so I managed to save , 
I $90 and went down to Los Angeles look- J 

* in- for a better job. One big lawyer 

! dicre Who turned me down I later op^ : 
{ posed iu a case; I won my client a^ ; 
§1B7.500 settlement. The guy could have, 
hired me in 1935 and sent me to Palm 
Springs for die rest of my life at $100 a. i 
-week and still saved his client money. , 
Now he tells people, "I recognized Belli. , 
as a comer the first time I saw lnm." * 
Sure he did! I know ever, since then, 
I've never refused to sec a guy fresh from 
law school. You never cm tell. 

I finally learned to quit wailing for 
business to find me. U 1 was j>oin- to set ; 
any clients. 1 decided people would ■; 
have to know I was around. 1 $ot the :•'■ 
idea or spreading it around that I'd take, 
free of charge, any cases of criminals in * 
lots or trouble. One or the first clients I : 
! found was Avile/. "ihc Black-Cloved 
: Rapist." He had been tried, conviaed and 
' sentenced to a m.a! of M)i) years. For what- 
• ever it was woriii. I j;oi 200 years knocked 
; oir his sentence. He wrote me a ;.-.:.:*- 
: you noic. After that, I got a manner of 
: other hopeless cascs-onc_of ihcm a con- 
"[victcd counterfeiter who had resumed . 
! printing the siull right in Sau Quentin's 
: print shop. 

1 Aldiough I didn't realize it at the 
j time, the case diat first showed me the 
I thing that would later get me on my way ; 
: i was that of a young Negro convict j 
S I named Ernie Smidi. He had been mdict v j 
led for murder for killing anodicr con- ; 
■'• S vict, in a fight in the San Qucntin prison j 
I yard. Smith told me. he had done it in.; 
" T self-defense, diat the odier man was 
; about to dirow a knife at him. I couldn't 
1 believe it, but the captain of the guard 
i confirmed for me that most of the con- 
victs carried knives. He showed me a 
desk drawer full of over :i hundred le- 
thal-looking pigstickers, explaining, "Wc 
take away the big. ones." Before die trial 
I served a subpoena on die captain of 
die guard, ordering him to comer-) 
court with his drawer full of kuiw s i.&g- 
♦ admitted into- the evidence. ^'..l*8g: 
past the jury box widi it, I was sirucl,V#/ 
a hell of a.thought. My wl.olc case, c ■/ 
argument to determine "f Ernie Si » 
would live or die, was in that ' u ^j: 
xt^jjgi? I "accidentally" si umblo*^ag I 
J^f^Or^p pSr^ hundred; yvx^mfflZ 
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^^ ti.n i \ Muff* .; . , . 

• -fill* 1 MIlH'Lfil j.iiy- -i, 

d.arpciml Mv\ Kith i( ;,j, c h.uullo, 
die wmk«. Tin- jnh.M KUik utir Inc'il; * m | 
iliry A«#t,< u /» ,.| i M . ril v .| f il( f,^,^. y lVl| 
i.Mli/c u-liui I had |,j, ,,,».„, tl y 3ta ; tr|ll > 
I he. cllni of rtfftKjtiUifttivr evidence in 
ni.h.l nii|;ht never have talked thn,A 
! (iiiOM into Mvinj; vlf-drfenv. |„ u 1 f t - t *| 
/•iW it «hn, | .I.,,,,,*,-.! .1,,. ( lr:.wrr. . 
Ma}). ih.,.\ lKn-k K roiun|. I had :i | 0| of , 
iliffclfiii cases ;.f Ur tf.at. „|| kiii'tl*. And J | 
finclunlly Iiuilt up a pretty M ood hrnc 
;?ii«V ai least enough to live on. 
■ PlAYBOYi How did you C oinc to She- 
-■; :<Kih/c in personal-injury suits? 

•VBFIU:- Mainly hccnii.se when I entered 
:■■;.. practice, the average individual who had 
r^;-: suffered a personal injury freed a prcttv 
-; {dismal rmaiici:il-awar<! prospect 'if he 
,/ ; wcm to conn. Well up into the 1000s 
^.rsciileincnis were in the neighborhood of 
■r:;5ll00.for;ihc,lo« of a leg, S5500 for the 
loss of a m:.lc org:u...Xonietuucs people 
> -uho were even paralysed with pnmj 
k -; itciit spural injuries would get -iniprf 
~ -i «o//iiM|E f perhap, on ihc hasi.s of a " COI £ 
ftrihiuory. nrghgc.ee' flaim by the cle-i 
.; reuse; Some states h:><[ laws making 
; $10,000 the maximum allocable clcaih 
award. • ^ , # 

The average suffering, sored, iucx- 
pericuced plaintiff Ji.-«I usually been rcn- '. 
dercd. penniless by medical costs and the 
loss of habitual income. If lie did get an 
•V. : attorney to go io court, a fee of one 
third of the average award wouldn't per- 
nm the anorney .o present a ically VT . 
snasive case. And when 12 wcll-nu-anin- 
but confused jurors: i.u henring ; , jumble 
«f legal terminology d.ey couldn't nm 
«leist..nd. if ilu-pl:.i.:img„, anv.!;i„. t tt 

W *ut m C lmi:i1 ' '°- l: '' Iy " ,:, « ,w l»-'«« ■■•warcJ 
i^-Vi-cl!, J h C g:iii i,> u.ahe a pranicc of 
showing demonstrative' evidence to ju- 
nes: human .skeletons, moving pinurs 
t'l'la.ged X rays, stdl j.inuics in n»l(»r' 
mrrared piciuivji, wooden stale models 
When the jurors graphically saw the na- 
.lure 3 i,d exient of injuries. 'my clients 
Drgan Ketiing snbsiantially increased 
awank Anil when other peisfmal-injury 
attorneys around San Francisco, then 
aiowiul California, caught on and hegan 
i «I«ii« the same.thing. the whole picture 
ot awards heg.ru' improving. 

It was about then that the defendant 
•"trance companies began campaigning 

hi,T^..! ,v . Au;i,(,s Wlc «««»-« "U» 

Kl l* A '»'":>;"'«- erasers!- they called 
v Shy Mcisl simr naUn . ^ 

75 jKriccnt of all trial work, tneir im . 

£ ,#>n . U ';' S diai ° n, y 25 Percent of 
^>ets „. America were respectable— n 
lll(, '«Klu to conjure *ith 
JUV.OY, siill. nny business-including 
V insurance eoinpanies-must make a 
f,t /o M.nive. Isn't it reasonable 

«T1J^ n ,ulildradi of lh0 "«»* 
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"ainftjuutt 
•Mauce (Oii.p:.n\? 
^mpany trying to 
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llaiiuili trying to 

s fronTrr-Wcw-ln- 

i»e ricli insurance 

whittle "dowi": or 



"»«.kI paymc.u of ;,„ 3 ,|„ I1I31C .„,,„,, for 
; a iK-nona] „,j llr) . IlllllcttlI . h 
■ f,ul, of ,hc defedam whose ,«i,|f U p ;*? 

M,r:,„cc. i „c„i,um di.il company l las ' rc „. j 

PcrlHly? Vou t,lk :iI)OIlt insnraiIC Vo^ , 

• S P 'S-r^ * « «di-l»« some- ; 
">ing. The insumioc compnnies are i 
among „ lc worlds bigges, businesses. ! 
•«1 ihcy got Uiat w; , y by ,.,,.; . n .-' . 

bchevablc amounu of the publics mon . . 
cy in premiums^-biiiion, of do „ ars a 

. P. 1 "- T,,C .l >,,blic is b »y">g protcciion. \ 
Am d.e insunincc-company executives ': 
seem ,o forget iliat dicy arc holding the I 
publ.es money i„ trust. They come to' 
regard that money as theirs, and they'll ■: 
be damned if they'll give it up wiihou a ;' 
iruggle They accept your money rcadi- * 
ly enough, bu, did you ever try ,o collect ' 
-ny money from a big insurance compa- i 
ny? Nine times out of ten. when the : 
time comes uo pay off, they fight tooth 
and nad to get out of their obligation. 

Their cries that adcipiaic awards' 
threateii to bantn.pt them arc nolhinn : 
alongs.de their dnill cries whenever' 
sonito.-.c suKgni, i..nv and then that d.e ! 
state rate over their business. Isn't it 
«U lor someone claiming to be losin- so I ' 
n,..d. to scream so loudly against losing . 
d.e opportunity to tccp on losing mon ' 
c>. No. the six-figure adequate awards 
ve pioneered are ccjai.aWc. just and 
necessary. These award., arc | U;1C ,„ M .. v 
nna I th.nt the trod is f.nther upward' 
But I will guarantee you that awards to 
, C Ptrsonai-mjurv plaimills will „ C ver 
keep pace with the insurance companies' 
lantastic jjuI mounting profits. — 

Let me ask you something: Exccot an ' 
adequate award, what else can be of- ' 
fercd to the person.d-injury victim? We : 
liavc nothing that will make d.e per- ' 
mancntly injured victim whole ag^in ! 
notlung that will- let him walk without f 

UlJ^ ,P ' .T h,ngbut ■ dn, 8» to let him | 
seep wuhout 1W111 ,, or 

•day not even morphine any We. i 
eases their frightful suffering/and L 
only alternate left is a cordotomy-the I 
.severing of the spinal cord to halt the i 
; rcadfu jomncy of the p, in im , lsCs „ ; 
d,e brain. Think about that ,i lc llCKt 
time you sec one of these ...opa-and-, • 
pieces about the 'hij... ;ltt - ai ,' Is .. {^^ 
mining" ,| IC country's i„ s „ r;lncc com . 
panics. lh„,k about those pi,if„| pcl , 
sonalMiijury victims who tc.npt one to 
say They'd be better off dead." Bui the 
: law forbids them to choose death; ,hc V 
have no legal choice out ,«, «o on livii.-V 
-and suffering. Think about die double 
••unputees. the "basket cases." the trati- 
mat.c psychotics, ,hc paraplegics the 
spmal-njury invalids. d,c bli,ul L d. the 
gr otestjucly burned and scarred. Hunk 
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their lives to a wlux 
to I he indignities o^ 
incontinence. 

Let me give you an cN:m-.plc i>r a :vpi- 
e;il case of mine and K:i you decide' 
-whether, the award I won for my client : 
was "too high" or not. He was a happy, j 
redheaded -kid,. just back from the War. '. 
He had a wife, a- child, a job, and then '.'' 
his life was ruined in an accident caused ; 
by. : the negligence of the San Francisco ! 
municipal railway. He suffered a crusiied 
pelvis, and a rupture of the urethra ar ■ 
:'il\c juncture of the prostate gland. Me ' 
Vjvill be; impotent for the rest. of his life. ; 
VAnd-eyery tenth day;. for the rest of his . 
life he; must endure a painful urethra- 
catlieterizatioii, or. his urethra will close, 
whereupon his bladder would burst! 
His hospital and doctor bills were 
oyer. $25,000 at die time of trial, and. 
CJhey^wjll be at least §2000 a year as 
long '■ as* he lives. JTwo years afterward, 
:I saw that boy again, and what 1 had 
beared within myself had happened—- 
his wife had divorced hiin, Jus home', 
was gone; he had .nothing left but the* 
remainder of his award money. Would 
you swap places with that .boy for. the 
$125,000 he was awarded? Or for a mil- 
lion dollars? Two million? Ten million? 
I think not. ■ i 

. Yet according to them, the noble, stal- 
wart simon-pure insurance companies are 
being "victimized by fakers" for S50.000 
; and $100,000— just for having lost a 
I" lousy arm or leg! When P "started win- 
. niiig this kind of award, they began 
sending out loners and buying expensive 
■ ads aimed at potential jurors in personal- 
injury cases: "Keep those 'awards low, 
, or you'll, force your automobile insur- 
: anr.c to go up." Hushwa.' Today, widi 
j personal-injury awards higher than ever 
{ before, insurance-company storks are 
j among the best market buys. 
I Anyway, when I won three 'verdicts , 
j for more than $100,000 apiece in 1910 ! 
and 1950, I really began to draw fire \ 
from the insurance companies. "Belli is ! 
a Barnuml" they screamed. 'The court- ; 
rooms arc being turned into horror • 
chambers!" Hut headway was being ' 
made everywhere. Asking not a cent of 
fee, I began lecturing all over the couti- ! 
try — to law students, to bar associations. ' 
to groups of plaintiff lawyers. Sometimes 
my speaking in a. state would start an : 
immediate rise in personal-injury awards. ' 
An example of diat is Mississippi, which ' 
was for many years one of this country's : 
lowest-verdict states; soon after I ad- 
dressed its State Bar Association in 1961, 
Mississippi awards rose sharply — to at 
least an equitable level. 

Finally I decided that I would write a 
book of all thai I thought was modern- 
and just in trial procedures, in both 
cri minal an d civil law. It took mc two ' 
years to write it; in those two years, I av- 



imN. I^^ially J turned out ihe three 
voltu^ ' ,:i1 U(IC published i:i 1<)'>5. 
called ....jifcitt 7'#v.//i-. I'm happy to. say 
that it's become something of a standard 
textbook in the field. 
i. PUYBOY: What about your Belli Scm- 
: mars? Will you describe what they arc 
and what they do? 

BElil: For the past 13 consecutive years, 
; I and my associates have held 'these* 
Belli Seminars in almost every state ar.dl 
major city in America, and they ha c 
■ been widely . and enthusiastically : \. 
• tended and accepted by trial lawyers,, 
law students and even some laymen. )n\ 
: them we teach in all phases of modern 
j trial law, on civil and criminal, suo- 
| stantive and procedural law. These scmi- a 
*iars have done a lot for die law, bin\j 
not-oiie has failed to draw criticism from] 
, ; some local member of die American Bar! 
■'.; Association, some insurance lawyer, or J 
j some large law firm with a "business] 
practice." They raise their old cry: My! 
lectures arc "illegal" or "unethical." 
; PLAYBOY: On what grounds? 
BEUI: I'm teaching lawyers how to raise 
awards to injured people. I'm teaching: 
them how to sue malpracticing doctor's 
who refuse to testify and who condore 
. the American Medical Association's con- 
spiracy of silence. I'm teaching lawyc::s 
: how to sue the reluctant insurance con 
pany and how to serve the proce. 
j evader. Among the politicians and the 
) fat cats of the A. B. A. hierarchy, need- 
less to say, none of this J;iw for the 
. benefit of the little man is particularly 
popular— though sodal-circuiiiug A. 3. A. 
presidents are constantly triimpe;ing on 
the majestic subject ""J 'he l;l.-ie...-.e of 
Unpopular Causes," and proclaiming 
that it's every lawyer-*- duty to give a 
courageous .representation of his un- 
fortunate brother, however unpopular 
he is, however heinous his crime. These 
are the same great vocal defenders who 
whimper, from behind their corpo- 
*" rate desks, when some poor unfortu- 
nate's unpopular case has to be tried, 
"Sure, he's entitled to th best defense, 
but you defend him, I can't afford ■•to!" 
Even worse, these preachers of lofty sen- . 
^ liments arc the quickest to impose' guilt 
by association on the lawyer of the 
heinous-crime client. And these same 
A. B. A. presidents are approving the ab- 
olition of law-school courses that would 
teach the student lawyer how to Oy an 
unpopular case! If we continue dimin- 
ishing the hours devoted to criminal 
law in our law schools and increasing 
those devoted to taxation, arcotiiui 
and the like, we may as wel. >, v ;. 
over into the business-adinun '...::%■'{ 
schools. Then the few of us leniaiui " * 
criminal lawyers and gene* d I.-I..I :u« 
may as well be displayed a-, the liiuirL 
house uhefe the public can sta?T~;' ^ 
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04UI aud_u carly extinct spev <s .-agiuiac d 
to Ui c zoo by uV A. H. A. presidents' 
public barring against us. 
PLAYBOY: For a member of ;i nearly 
extinct species, you seem to be making a : 
pretty* good living. It's been reported, 
that you earn more tlian $H00\000.a 
ycar : ..£roin the. "adequate awards'* you 
win. for" your clients. 

BELLI:. Every penny i get, I earn!. Do ; 
you think all a lawyer has to do is pick [ 
up. a phone and get an insurance com- : 
pany.to settle for §100,000 and then bite ' 
off: 'a third of it? To start with, I'm v. 
gambling. when I lake, a case. Especially j 
when it's a large award to be sought, i 
the layman has no dream of the amounts 
t>Ptime and. talent and money that the 
.plaintiffs lawyer' must invest in pre- ■ 
'paiingj/ihe^best presentation possible. ; 
If- we 'getjto court..jnd a jury votes 
against my client. I've lost all I advanced 
— in cash as well as effort. I don't just sit 
in my: office and work my cases. Our firm 
here, we aren't just some fat-ass corpora- 
tion of lawyers sining around thinking' 
about new ways to screw the Govern- 
ment out of 'taxes; we are a firm of 
concerned arid 'committed people rep- 
resenting- men and women who need.: 
help. We care. It's the mosi precious., 
thing we've got here, our feeling for the 
people who come" here, wanting help. 
I'm working my cases in the shower, 
when I'm trying ' to sleep and can't, 
when I'm on ihe john, when I'm driv- 
ing my car, when I'm sitting in those 
late-night planes. If I win the "adequate 
award for my client, f feel 1 desvrxw 
the one- third 1 lake lor the work that 
got die award. .Most personal-injury 
lawyers take a bigger cut than I do — . 
many of them '10 and 50 percent. 
PLAYBOY: Still, you've managed to amass 
a sizable fortune from the proceeds of 
such cases. How much would you sav 
you're worth today? 

BELLI: I could cash out today wi;h — well, 
look, let's put it this way: I feel that after 
he makes a million dollars a guy should 
start counting his blessings instead of 
money. I'm counting my blessings. 
PLAYBOY: Vour remarkable success in 
winning six-figure awards, and earning 
five-figure fees, in^jiicdical-malpracticc 
eases has made your name a red (lag to 
the American Medical : Association as 
well as to the nation's insurance com- 
panies. \\Miat*s your brief against the 
medical profession? 

BELLI: . George Bernard Shaw wrote it 
better than I could say it, in The Doc- 
. tor's Dilemma: "We're a conspiracy, uoc 
a profession. , . . Every doctor will allow 
a colleague to decimate a whole country- 
side sooner than violate the bond of pro- 
fessional etiquette by giving him away/' 
The same as with chicken-hearted, fat- 
.guapla hit , isiy^^in^t . 
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than are- great ! .^ s. doing dieir best 
ami 'iVi'trlimg hard.. But here again, tiie 
individual doctor has a far higher cede 
of ethics than when he acts in cor:* 
\ vention,' through his association. With 
lawyers and doctors, it seems there's 
sonic sort of collective amorality. a cal- 
lous mob psychology, that takes over the 
individual practitioner's ethics and hon- 
esty. Doctors as a group condone, mal- 
practice acts that individually they 
wouldn't dream of sanctioning. The in- 
dividual doctor is so busy treating the 
sick and perforniingoperations that he's 
forfeited the administration of his na- 
tional organization to a bunch of dirty 
sons of bitches who try, because of dieir 
own shortcomings in their profession, to 
make him conform to what~//iry think 
medicine should be. They tell him not 
: to " publicly criticize his fellow practi- 
tioners; they have usurped his conscience. 
PLAYBOY: Do you think it's reasonable 
to expect a doctor to jeopardize his 
professional standing by testifying 
. against a colleague? 
BELLI: Look, every doctor is licensed 
by us, the public, to practice. His train- 
ing, Iiis talent, his title, is given to him 
; in trust, by society. To whom, morally, 
does he owe more— to mankind, or to the 
A.M. A. and the insurance companies 
. who underwrite his practice? Think of 
; yourself as a victim of some doctor who 
- was simply careless. Think of your be- 
ing maimed, maybe irreparably, because 
of his bungling and of your being un- 
able to get another doctor to tcstifv 
against a wrong that he can plainly sec. 
My first malpractice case was my eye- 
opener to this incredible coiisphacy. I 
wasTctaincd to sue a doctor who had 
prescribed enemas and cathartics for a 
young man who was suffering classic ap- 
pendicitis symptoms. The boy's cramp- 
ing worsened, the doctor sent him to ;t 
■ hospital where he let him wait; the ap- 
; pendix burst and the boy died. Not only 
• -was the treatment patently wtoik*, but 
later I had good reason to believe that. 
.the doctor was intoxicated when he 
■ ; made the house call. Are yon ready? I 
; lost thtrt-casel Not one of this drunktTiT" 
i doctor's colleagues would testify in court 
; to what he had obviously done. Worse, 
five doctors testified in his behalf, in- 
cluding the head of one of our largest 
university hospitals, l'ive years later, 
that defendant doctor killed himself: he 
had become a dope addict and a habit- 
ual drunkard. 

Twenty-five years have passed since 
then* but it's still next to impossible :*• 
get one doctor to testify against anotln ;. 
and it doesn't matter how flagrant ihe 
case is. Good old Doc IYebish ma\ have 
come into the operating room dead . 
drunk, carrying a rusty knife and wee- 
ing an old pair of overalls, but as Jon 
v » Thje f §*a J "ifil'lftb'er in good standing O*" 
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testify against iiim. V^^Br"7*(7h*P* a 
doctor to take the stadj!^} a witness/ 
■ but all you can. get. oth *»t him is a 
; grudging acknowledgment that good old 
■'. Doc Frcbish may have forgotten to wash 
' his hands before taking out Mrs. Smith's 



.2 

.3 

.4 

..5 
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* uterus, instead, of her tonsils, and that : 
j he may have abscnt-niindedly : left. a\. 
n ■£ ■■ ; . {sponge in her abdomen, .but that this 
" fe^ , s: j "could .happen to any of us. 00 and ecr- 
*^%v/ v ■. I tainly couldn't' be considered negligent. : 

* » * wn aw A — _ • ^ •_. _ .1 • _ ^ - 



ri PLAYBOY; Aren't you exaggerating 
j BELLI:. You think so? Listen, an 



a bit? 
entire 



V ; £; ; • j book has been written about things left 
' xri^CZ^,_ J in patients — not just sponges and for-. 
-*:&$# i ceps, but rings, wrist watches: even eye- 
J glasses, for God's sake. Imagine: "What 
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. -IJ' °-"-j lime is it, nurse? I've lost my watch, 
■ r; -^- , "Just a minute, doctor. 111 put on nv 
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my 

glasses. Qopsl Where are my glasses?" 
* Now I- have personal knowledge that 
most* doctors .'privately do deplore this 
sort of thing. : A number have told me 
privately of incompetent colleagues gen- 
erally regarded as disgraces to their 
profession. "But Mel," they say, "don't 
ask me to testify against him. My insur- 
ance would.be canceled." I can't really 
say I blame them; if you ever do actually 
"'"get a doctor totake the stand and testify 
against another doctor's flagrant and 
perhaps Tragic malpractice, he's regarded 
as a "stoolie" and will be ostracised for 
life. Score another victory for the con- 
spiracy. This is the sort- of thing I'm 
trying to fight. Is it any wonder my 
| name is anathema to these people? 
j But you know. 1 take pride in the fact 
; that there's an instructor in one San ; 
: Francisco medical school who' asks his 
: students, "What man has done, the most 
j for medicine jn ihc past century*" They 
! name. Pasteur, Lister. Me says, "No — j 
] Mclvin Belli, because the son of a bitch \ 
I has made medical men conscientious ■ 
| about their courtroom testimony, and j 
' has made lawyers learn medicine."* J 

PLAYBOY: Is a backgrouncj in medicine \ 
essential for a lawyer? j 

BELLI: Absolutely. In, our courts today, - 
i three fourths of the criminal and civil f 
j cases involve some understanding of ■: 
I some aspect of medicine and medical : 
> practice. If a general trial lawyer doesn_'t \ 
T cultivate for himself something beyonrfV? 
« layman's knowledge of medical fields, he 
, cuts himself off. from, essential informa- 
; lion, and he deprives his client of an : 
\. essential service. Every .law student I 
; meet, if he indicates to me that he wants . 
i to do something more wordi while with • 
j himself than to be a jockstrap for some 
'.insurance company, or to keep some 
■ corporation's legal skirts clean, I advise . 
.'-him to arrange not only to sec a com- 
plete autopsy but to learn firsthand 
about surgical procedures of every sort. * 
to sit in on skin grafts, bone grafts, plas- 
tic surgery. I advise him to learn the 
f actions of surgical instruments, to 
falTOTSrlS&^roseh^with > hosp7iai';.B9j-£' 
S&aft^ - • 'fifes . ~~> - -TT: <&?*? 



j>herii;dia . 
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edures. ^ 
. . ";i veiv simple ca.se of 
where medic.-, .nowledge paid oil for 
///<*. :-.inong the huiuhvds and hundreds 
of times that, it has. This was as srv: : *h: 



as merely knowing a word, a incuici! 
term, when I heard it. I was cross-exam- 
: ining a doctor who contemptuously : 
attrihuted several of 'my plaintiffs com- : . 
plaints to "amenorrhea." When I got up i 
to present my argument to the jury. I 
had a medical dictionary in my hand. 1 
.' read aloud the meaning of that word; it 
wasn't something with which my male, 
client was likely to be afflicted. It means 
■■ "irregular menstruation." My client won 
. a handsome award. By now I probably 
know as much medicine as I do law. ' 
Here in, my office I've collected a bigger 
medical library than is owned by proba- . 
bly any doctor in San Francisco. It rivals • 
' my law library — in which 29 of the books = 
are my own, by the way. 
PLAYBOY: How do you find the time to j. 
study medicine, write books, give lec- i ' 
lures,- teach law courses — and still 
maintain your overflowing calendar of. 
personal-injury cases? -' ' 
BELLI: Well. ' somehow you manage to : 
get done what you feel has to be done — '■ 
especially if yon don't sec anybody else : 
doing it. And besides. I love -my work. : 
But I sometimes wish I could bca were- 
wolf, with two lives — the life I have now ; 
and another life. I yearn for the quie- |" : 
tudc and the thoroughness of dealing V 
with only a few cases. The way it is now. 
I have to budget my time like a whore 
when the fleet's in. This morning I've 
been on the telephone, about different 
cases., with Canada, New York Cu\. 
Pittsburgh. The Virgin Islands, and I've 
exchanged some cables with_Hong Kong, j 
I need time to work on my autobiog- j: 
raphy. I've been collecting sttuT lor 13 ' 
years. It's going to be big. And it's real- 
ly going to lay into all those bastards. = 
PLAYBOY: Who do you mean by "all 
.diose bastards"? . 

BELLI: Yon know: Bobby Kennedy, J. j 
Edgar, the A. M. A., the A. B: A., the in- | 
j' sura nee companies, ad infinitum. y> . 

: PLAYBOY; Don't you sometimes feel that ■ 
' you've earned a few more enemies than |" 
you can AlTord? ' — i ; 

BELLI: Maybe so. Maybe I should have 
better sense dian to take diem all on ; 
. headfirst and simultaneously. Because 

you know what I'm scared of in this : 
. oflicc today? The big fr;inu-u ( ;! I'm al- 
■ # ways telling myself 1 have to watch my: 
. I "tongue. My (and is diat of Adlai Steven- 
! son. He likes to make cracks, too. It cost " 
: him the Presidency. But whatever the 
; jcost. I've got to fight for what I think i* e| 
right — and against what I think is oe>- f& 
| pcratcly wrong — or I wouldn't think *'*• 
'■ much of myself as a human vcing. 
, I've told you how in n»y ».arly &.r.s 
! I began to acquire my bitterness agaii. '^. 
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am! we all want tof *■■. inu-^ -bnt . liw' 
ntiih) 1 TTTTis darcr \V . = set )>ig Broth- 
er's steady encroachment because wc 
r/rm7. J know we liavc in ^ivc up some, 
.freedom to have some safety, wine or- . 
: der in society, but I simply cannot toler- : 
ate very much of Big Brother — thoscMvho ■ 

■ claim to know what's better Tor you than = 
':.*j t you do.. 

Wv I don't believe that the average per- 
':■ /son/ inform cd "people included, really . 
I realizes die swiftly increasing degree to 
;v£.Wjiich our country is being run and con- ; 
^trolled by an itnseen government — not : 
I ^'onlyVby* the FBI.and die CIA and .the 
■ ';■. A. M.A. and die A. B. A.— but by founda- * 
. : " lotions;'" banks, ad -agencies, insurance j 
f companies,, trust "companies and their -'; 
i-r. monolithic ilk. In- insidious ways, they 1 1 
-■; ; are prescribing our moral codes, Jimiting 
Pfo t q iur^ireedoms . ; The i r col d -b lood cd biisi* 
'TriesTetljics are becoming universally, and 
j passively, accepted. . . 
jr The A. B, A. is at. war with me — hke 
""".; -the A • M • A . and th e i n sura nee com- 
;. panics — because I'm at war with those . 
..who ..abet evil by keeping silent when ■ 
■'"they see wrongs being perpetrated and 
/perpetuated by the greed, malice and 
'deception of these self-seeking jnstitu;- - 
j tions. I!m under attack because I be-".' 
" ■ lieve in '■ cryirtg out against injustice. 
'"■God. knows. I've endured mors- than = 
;. : | my share .of slings f and arrows: "Bcili's / 
■]'" a nut* a charlatan, a publicity seeker, 
: an egomaniac!" Sure I'm flamboyant. 
I can afford to be,- because I'm a damn 
, good lawyer. You've got to ring the 

■ bell to get the people into the teni- 
' pie. But my brand of nouconformism is 

so offbeat they don't know what to label 

■ it. About the only thing they haven't 

*■ tagged me is "Communist." It's a wise ' 
I thing they don't; I'd sue. This, mind 
you, after all I've done fo;- the law. I've 
: ' tried more cases, I've had more judg- 
■! merits affirmed on appeal, I've made 
'; more new law than probably any lawyer, 
. group or firm in the past 15 or 20 years. : 
* After I'm gone. they'lPbe teaching . 
courses about Belli. But the pack is out 
in full cry salivating over me. So be it. If 
I'm going to go down. I'm going to go 
t down fighting. ~^~ 

4 PLAYBOY: Is your plight as* serious as 
: all that? 

.; BEltl: You bcC it is. And things have 
| been coming to a head since the end of 
! die Ruby trial. I was absolutely awed by 
I die speed and the ruthless efficiency widi 
i which Dallas' multimillionaires rcialiat- 
! ed against me for my uncharitable re- , 
' marks to the press about their fair city. ; 
' You've heard that money talks? Listen, 
money screams! By the time 1 got back" : 
to San Francisco I found that insurance j 
policies of mine had been canceled with- 
out explanation; a book publisher had j 
backed out on publishing JTlack Date: j 
Dallas, die title I had planned for a ' 
ligeVQiadTfccn^ 
ag^6|eeri'"| wi d i - ***&} r 'Ti bill . ' = 



o fljeia 1 J is t*? *law yers : my cred h_was fro - 
zen; /sonn ' appearances and lectures 
were canceled. I'm not being paranoid . 
when I say dial those hasmrds in Texas 
were behind the whole thing. Wir. . yon 
wouldn't believe some of the mail J got 
-postmarked Texas. Imagine opening a 
letter addressed to you as "Dear Rec* 
\ turn." Heart-warming! 
; The best part of it, though, is their cam- 
\ paign — with the cooperation of the heads 
\ of the A. B. A., who have been waiting for 
\ an excuse^to have me kicked but of the " 
i American Bar Association. After the 
! Ruby trial, I was notified that Vd be giv- 
1 en a "trial," investigating my. "conduct" 
! of the case" — though publicly I'd already 
! been^convicted by the A. B. A. "grievance 
I committee." I was notified that my trial : 
j would°be held in die Statler Hotel rii 
; Dallas. I replied diat I wasn't about to 
Icome to Dallas. Out of curiosity I asked 
! diem if diey intended for it to be held 
"Ton die hotel's top floor with my seat 

[next to the open window. ' 

■ ;■ # was next peremptorily notified that 
my trial will be held. in San I-Yancisco 
instead. That suited me fine. Then they 
. announced they had decided to t; ( kc de- 
positions against me. I asked that the de- 
positions be delayed until a date when I 
i could be present. Denied. I asked by \ 
j what "rules of evidence" was .1 to be 
,j tried. No reply. I asked for the privilege 
■ j. of taking depositions on my own behalf. ' 
Denied. Next came ;\n indefinite post- 
ponement of my tri;il. So I not only 
don't know how I'll be tried, or Tor what 
I'll be tried; I don't know when 1*11 be 
tried either. 

PLAYBOY: Can you continue prat.tii i:. IV 
you're, ejected from the A. H. A.? 

BELLI: I don't have ta— belong to the ; 

American Bar. Association to practice. I 

don't even have to belong to the A. B. A. 

to take books out of their library. To 

: practice, I just have to belong to my 

own state bar. As Bob Considine said, 

;: *Being kicked out of the ^-American Bar : 

^Association is like being drummed out 

: of the Book'of-thc-Month Ciub." I'd cry 

all the way to the bank. 
■: PLAYBOY: Suppose you were disbarred 
also by the California state bar. 
BELLI.-. Well, I've always got my solid- 
gold Honorary Life Membership card in 
die Bartenders' Union. Or maybe I 
I could get the Coast Guard to renew my 
able-bod ied-seama n papers I think I 
i might write, too. Back when I fust siart- 
.j ed, I might as easily have gone into steel- 
i working, or teaching, or exploring, or 
; doctoring, instead of law — and I b.. 
J there are a lot of people who wish ! h:u, 
1 But you know, it's hard for me even *V 
think about having any other career tha 
law. The law is my muse. Si.o has m hi 
: wooing been a jealous mis ress, bu; ir 
: courting of her these 30 years has ' — ' 




'■^^i 



&&<; 



m 



an exhilarating time. r^l-5 



^f^^^^^^.^^r^ *.-. 



- >---■ 



^-^*^:~.v 



?^. 







l vp 1 

' •• .-..4 

. 'V.'..''?.! i. 




WW 






.1 



■v*f ,rt 



■*l;'s!vS| & 



ytWil 






.—.*-..!». ^-— *— • »-! ■**<**.« 



* 



^ 

>-': 

4 



. tJr^*fe#" 






L3 fe 




, p">/*£obA .a/ //iff creeps who favox capital 
' punishment; you get the feeling they want 
3 9 /o be the ones to pull the switch. Dick 
JQ ATixon w all out for it; I can't think of 
] 1 ■„<* kctUr^arc ument for its abolition/' 




"I'm for hire. I'll defend anyone who 
comes to me — even the president of the 
Bar Association suing a guy for accusing 
him of being in favor of civil rights, due 
process of lata and against wire tapping." 



"I've endurelTmy share of slings- 'Belli's\ 
a' hut, a charlatan, an egomania.:.' Sure/;. 
I'm flamboyant; I can afford to be — I'm} 
a damn good lawyer. You've act :o ring'i-. 
the bell to get the people into tit: h n.plc" j - 
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July 27, 



■ ■■:■ ■ ■£>■'■.-. :■•■■■.■■■ 

Mr...Melvin Belli* 

"..'■. • ■ 

Attorney at Law 

San Francisco, California 



Mr. Belli: 



Your .article in today's MIAMI NEWS criticizing J:-' 
Edgar Hoover is one of the most disgusting articles 



,1 have ever read. 
: but if 1 were Mr. 
■a man 'like you. 



* I think you owe him an apology'. 
Hoover, I wouldn't accept, it from 



I happened to se<> the program on Television in" which 
you appeared, and right then I knew you were a man 
1 didn't care to i-.now personally. 



V-'hen my son was in high school, I told him thai who:. 
he went to the university, I wanted him to study some- 
thing that he would enjoy as aTife's work, but flisked 
him one favor. . not to study medicine or law!* You 
see, I wanted hi in to be in something legitimate. He 
studied Chemist ry and graduated with high honors. 

I I# and millions of people , respect and. admire J. Edgar 
Hoover and consider him as one of the most respect- 
able men this Government ever had and truly , truly a 
! marvelous man. ■» — 

| To*"' have some pseudo-monkey like you come along 



Mr. -TolsoxraLl- 
Mr. BfctabiglL 

Mr. yC^sper-iJ- 
Mr. CallhhinJ.; 
Hr. qpnra.i?ii 
Sir.- JPeltiikli. D 
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ss Gandy.;* v,! 



criticize him is disgusting as Hell! 

DuonH. Mill 









■■■■■■ /■■.-iw.-'. v .:. 









^i&i:LrW. .'■^A.^.grfw&jigr^v." ~< 



...Q. 



_:^— j--V»Jl-i*V».- —--'..v^ jj^. 



.;. •■'■' ' >■■'* .:'*^ , ■ ,, 



'. r. ' '■■'■•J''^^^" '"'■■*> '*•'*■'- f »,y- ■:' .'.* 1 -*•". ^ pli2i. 



7 








.3.;-. -.in c^'H (■ ° ■ 



August 3, 1965 ;■ 






• >y. - •-.>-." 



-6..;-, 



- 3 -*>^C/< si*. Dear Mr. filler: ■<> ^'$^^^^^?^.'~,. 

24 ''i'P-.'' '■.",'" .' v '---' ■■■ ;, -i ..-■ ...-. i :, >-ar" : „ - ■"ii^^ ;■■}■ ' 



15 
26 
>7- 



.4 The CO:.;./ of your letter of July 27th addressed 

to Melvin Eelli was received, during Mr. Hoover's absence. 



i 8 «"'ix. -You Eoay be certain it will be brought to his attention upon 
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I kac-ve Mr. Hoover. would want me to thank 
you for your complimentary remarks. 



Sin'cereiy y$urs, 




'mxpwtv- 



; .^MAILED. 2; 

AUG.- 3 1965 
coMM-FBi " Krr>Tfl- Bufi 



Helen W v Gandy^ 
Secretary 4 
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view of the tenor OMiiscurrent Igfter in which he 
jaks very deprecatorily of the legal an(Lmedicirie professions, it is, 
felt that the above letter over Miss-6aridy 1 s signature is warranted— 
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By JOHN* McDft&MOT-T 

Herald .SJa» Writer-.- 

Melviri M. Belli called .7. 
J£rtg?r.- Hoover "a n ideologi- 
cal fascist'"' Monday, .during 
an address at Miami Beach. 
He *t!so took a chop at U.S. 
Sen. Pobcrt F. Kennedy. 

"I don't like Edgar. Hoov-. 
er, M Goctercd the Shn JFJrancis-. 
co attorney, as lie opened his. 
remarks to the newly formed 
Criminal Law Section of the 
American .Trial Lawyers in 
convention at the Fontaine- 
bleau Hotel.. ';'.'.'■"."_"' ';, ■ 

Be"h a s observations ;came 
*as ; he defended the "'American- 7 ^ 
*court system and particular- - 
ly 'the US Supreme Court 
against charges that the 
^courts tend to "codoUe^crimi-- .»■■ 

* aJs - t:>-~ '.■- -*%??. ]•*■* "- 
^"" He skid one o^ the Reasons,, 
he doesn't like Hoover' is that] 
I'he jlias desfgnedly,- through . 
his high-powered public .'rela- 
tions organization,- created 
such an image of... himself 
that even' honest' -^American' 
' poli t ican s ' ar e "in -American In 
their feo.r of him and : afraid 
to criticize him even though 
they know he is ah ideologi- 
cal fascist." 
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: Bc!H went on to say, how- 
ever, that, the principal rea- 
son he dislikes Hoover "and 
his embittered far-rightwihg-. 
ers is because uf their snide 
and surreptitious criticism, of 
(the U.S. Supreme Court .." 

■ : What the courts are doing, 
said Belli, , is protecting the.' 
rights of the accused regard- 
less of- who they are. 




He said Hoover and .his 
"adept, public relations men" 
confuse U.S. common ■■■law 
with French civil law "where 
practically, an accused man' 
is presumed to be guilty, .until 
proved otherwise." . * 

As for a lawyer seeking' 
loopholes to keep a -nian . 
from jail, this is, a duty 
' which every attorney ■ . must 
assume in searching for what- 
ever last ditch ''technicali- 
ties/ 1 m . — „ 

Belli said that he has seen j 
these same loopholes and I 
technicalities save the inno- 
cent from the death chamber I 
as well as, }rt. some cases the t 
"guilty. 

■ "I subscribe to the 
slty of a legal system that 
can boast 'Setter let 99 guil- ' 
tv go free tlian convict one 



: He*' said that a criminaj 
■ i&vvyer has the duty to seek 
loopholes just as. much as it 
is the job of k corr*;*auuA 
attorney to seek technical:* 
ties by which his clients can 
'.avoid payments.of taxes. 

Belli hit. "at Kennedy, the 
i juaioir-" senator.: -from- New- 
I York, 'and former U.S. attor- 
} ncy general for advocating 
j the. use of wire tapping in 
; the. apprehension of crimi- 
\ nals ■ ■ * — •-**. — . 

! "Bohfcy Kennedy- and Mr.. 
Hoover and their strange 
bedfellows -in this "incidence! 



sai-V tha J3f he 




If- 




the forces of the far right,' 
{ Kvaht-'tQ tap my telephone," ■"■ 

he said. 
; ' **They want to know what 
i I am .saying, therefore, what 
j JT am'* thinking. I'm not a 
* criminal. I've got nothing to 

hide." ■ • - 

BelJi said once his 'phone is 
tapped then "someone" will 
not be satisfied with the ex- 
posure of his Innermost 
thoughts but will also want 
to' .'.'assist me in my thinking 
teU me how I should 



breme Court, in i\*j 

3ias been fulfilling h^cs-^ 

jduty by pto^ctin;; -ihe inj'A 

Virtual ror.--;-=l rights of al>. \ 
He \\^riicd that parall.eliia^ 

the gro-.sah' of . rTederaHsrmfis-. 
— potential danger of ■ a- poli^li 

^tate resulting . f rom.. : " 
■ comniunications and " s 

tific cr ime prey 3ntion.fi 

. *•><?-. \ .-.' --..k: -.-^■'■■-■•■rti^jAM 
"" . ,■■ -■**• *>-'--':■-..#•. 37*. 

ties such as.laboratones ■'^ , " #,, 
radios. \:'^ : 

> Belli quoteTs, -.Hoover 
1 saying at Chicago "*h:? 
that justice lhaj iioQiin^ 
do with expedieicy ~, : ^J[ 
FBI will continue to be^obi 
tive-' regardless ! "of . prei 
groups which «*iy to. use , { ^ w 
FBI ..to attain their, own -WS|. 
fish aims to the'det tmenij6§ 
our people as a whptu 5 ~fV 

Belli concluded t iSay -' 
that thcro is no . ecd 
change 1 he so- call"! 
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^v^Ir.. was impressed 
JFJorn ey 'Belli's s t a te ment that 
^Jie^'siibscrlbes to the .neces- 
sity of a legal system that 
^can boast "better let .99 guil- 
"ty go free than convict on^ 
.' innocent person.' " j 

v y J. -!. would -.subscribe to - ra» 
** snp.fr' system; 'As humans v* fc 
feriv but Ave , needn't ...be so 
' ; -proud of our errors as. this. .-. 
I propose that Mr BeV.i 
■,- live ■■ . in -i;the neighborhood 

where, the. 99 released guilty 
, men reside 

Rather, T will work toward 

a system that, although 
..through some ghastly miscar- 
.//riage of justice an occasional , 
■ ;* innocent person. - becomes a 

martyr ^to-:law enforcement; 
; we do hot.bccome so perniis- 
'.-.-sive' that the -rights ( of . the 
'.' accused ' . are . more J '. sacred 
^ : than the rights of the in- 
^jured^ : 

-> ■■ At present I am willing to 
.'■Jrisk the chance of '.a convic* 
V'tion when /innocent. ■ Is Mr. 

1 Belli and . ; family -willing Id 
rjsk. residing in the neighbor* 
hood -with 'the 99 ■ released 
criminals? ■■/. .. >-..-' .■ j* 

■'■'■':. 4 ^ JOHN MARTIN 7 






r- 

v-Use* Slrong^Kope^ 

■ •■^.■■V"--' ' ■ " ■'■ ' ■ ■ : «-s. 
4 Your staff 'writer, John Mc- 
j^Dermottv ^reports ^the > likes 
I and dislikes of Attorney Mel 
vm Belli, If the implications 
and character assassinatfpn 
wore not' .'so serious, they!d be 
\ gbcri for Van : old-fashioned 
"Belli j<iugh, M but how a man 
witn the intellect; he is sup- 
posed to_ possess can brand / 
J.' Edgar Hoover as 'an ideol-, J 
finical fascist" and a "snide/ 
surreptitious citizen 1 of -the / 
U.S. Supreme Court,', is be- \ 
yonci a loyal American's way/ 
of thinking. "•'--"■ - / 

(' If criminal lawyers vverel 
\ more concerned in placing ' 

1. The neck of .those guilty- in. a 
"loophole," being sure it's a 
strong rope, instead of, as-he t 
puts it, ".seeking loopholes to. 1 
\ keep a man from jaiJ," they'd 
/ do a far greater service. Way-' 
w a r d juveniles, hardened A 
criminals, reporters^ and the JJ 
like would have more respeot \\ 
for the law and the wordage, 1/ 
"Crime does not pay." V >/■ '/^ 

Anytime a volunteer >vls 
leeded to" replace an irmb- \ 
nt convicted .'person,';: and '{| 
let 99 -criminals." go' free'/jus^t ' 
remind ■ hjinv that. Ill be. the I 
■irst volunteer, " : - - ' i V 
■' l ■ ■ED.A-.'KRANZUSCH ■■ 
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bottom of page (left. ) 
answered 7/27/65 
-Myrtnswer printed 
7/30/65^(3)^16^1)0^111^ 
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. movie star-type with pold water v f-lf ® 
■ glasses,. Flamboyant trial law- 4$* 
^^yer;Meivin.Belli was getting his W' : -- 
;-p : ^wellls known, dander up over % *& 
^ 8 ^char^es that courts are. cpddlm^ ;.* 
*9 x : crlmmak,^?^ : ^yvf <■ - 
;o &*&'* m --$P r *■".■:«. * * "' . 

w r*^BellLw former attorney for 



, ... ; ..^ . . ,. „. , ,. i: . But Vm just VicLonan — ( 

* ^ • V £--4\ > ■"■';■ : ^nd legal — enough to believe j 

4 p^CV?^^fthat e my home;' is- still ■ my . cas- 

*^ >:: -'"&i&~ ^.tie," - countered- Belli. . 




■r'v- And he -added;, 

*Tve had .* my phone tapped / 
since I 'first took on J. Edgar 
Hoover;* year ago And Los ( 
AngeW Pouce Chief (William) * 
ParkerjS; building a dossier, on ' 



19 % 
31 



sfa^tiy' mouthing that slander- ; . "Better to let 99 






jng^>dj\^g $ ^charge and Dick ** than convict one innocent peyr^^ with ^jndecent^ exposure.* The 

$a&dowttbo'i- at least once ■' ;, 8on.rV"' : ^' lr :v' ^J^irlfrserve^^^inksi wearing 

&&efek. M & - i S3* ■-/ ' : -v ■■' *.-"'- 'V. . •- ^nothing -but* pasties above the 
ZlSs&t; ■'*>£*.■>■ - ■ * Belli railed FBI Chiet Hoover - <v ',.,&>^ 1 „ „_. * . 



52 |||i^eiei^^ 



;elli called FBI Chiet Hoover % a i St iii^ ^Bem recently 1 
Videological fascist": who has ^ ■ sim uv\tase -in vhls ; h< 



Belli 
an 
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, >:| f . :- 4 Belli Bugs Reader , 

^Talhe Editor: V'l ,; V V*^ --„ *,,, -. . ,..,.., - .-.. j 

^ v I read reporter Marty- Schram's article, on the interview of 1 
lawyer Marvin Eelli. TU never understand why 

"your paper constantly* uses sensational head- 
lines, and why the added -dig about G&ldwater 
glasses*? Letters from readers are so shortened ' 

jas'-io lose original intent or meaning, but- in 
this article mention is J ma>le three times'. to' 

/'criminal coddling charges." ■•''"" .'■."-''■ 

. J. Kdgar Hoover znd Senator Robert Ken- 
nedy's'idsa of wire-lapping or any othsr method ; 

# to catch law violators is sound. A--, innocent' 
person hzs nothing to fear from a "stop and ' 
frisk" law or finger print recording or wire tapping. Lawyer . 
Bciii's iu'ea of "Victorian and. legal belief in his, home being 
his castle"- mpy find out too' '-late' it's' surrounded, by an un* * 
bridged moat of fire. — .-'■■, 

EO A; KRANZUSCH, Miami * 
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By MARTHA HALL ;- 

Of Our Broward Bumu V 

DANIA — ?Melvin * Belli 
came. to town to !show "his 
friends the <g:rl. show;".' And 
the lawyers responded "Bra- 
vo." ,;"'.-.'."■; :'^:.l. ... Q. . 

As opposed, that is, to 
"Take it off.* which ; once 
echoed, through the\;Atoha 
Club. "r«- the C-Co : '"A'tah- 

Club. "■ * ; ^ ; 

it ■ **t * — •.-'; * •>■">*.'•••; 
anyhow .r;-":e E^l.M" and con v 
ppny vvR:'^ **v. t~ , ~*"'-'VT ! .;t'*~ 
Florida premiere of the clos- 
est-thing-to.-riakert, -.-but-not*. 
really in a -£0*2° <:lrr:cing^- : 



. with Jul«~ Gi 'el 

have ihc %\ .;:._ :";* $ ^ i 
most cen-ip-ci^socl' o; n* 

•suits in ail Flo. fix. '' ♦ # 
_'ou knew* g£ur.g .> 
■o^'.-Ed Suiii\ ■ 2»«" not 

Uules Gilleitf- . never )u^gj| 
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^ /-V V* I received^ your T letter of August 1st, with 
enclosures, zndviznt to thank you for your thoughtfulness in 
writing as well as your kind sentiments. I can assure you all 
of us in the FBI will strive to. merit your continued approval. 



.**»* ., ;= 




It v/as certainly good of you to write as you did 
to lf The Mianrl Herald' 1 and "The Miami News." I deeply 
-appreciate the support you expressed in those communications. 

Sincerely ypurs v ;.-. 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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ALL.IKP0RH.*.?ICN CONTAINED ^ 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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• Mr. J. Edgar Hoover,. 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, B.C. >.'....!' \j f/ J 

Dear Mr. ^ver,^ J^ ^ & ^^ fr Mi * Herald - 

, "* t„w 27 1065 regarding an attack on you by la w yer-. 
^^lli? Since Pre^Kennely's death I have seen thi^name 
^r"&^ite often and each time I have less «g... 

is h^ a ^ o h^;r ?£JS $££ s?ssr- 

■S T2iii> ma; be a member, would throw him out for this 
scurrilous attack* 

' . I have not noticed any reply by you end a» glad for 

- th at. There is en old »^- '^v.r get jnto » ft£ .£ 
. skunk because, even if ^"'^ele froB that family,' 
^rnot-LrSJT S didXt the saying seems appropriate.- 

, -"^rlreeverartb^end^SsUr SooVe^ 

! rarieaet'peopfe Shlee'same degree of Americanism. » 

To B e our country seems to beheading into some g 

roug*t,'going--"ith all the la„lessnas. that la go^g-on and . g 

increasing day by day ♦ 0> 

. I „ i retired graduate engineer -ith a , rjg broad^ 

experience 'and in g< <£**££ "^ °a„c speak and .riteg; 

-.& in^l oa?f«ol^en? ^trying to help - - 

in that way» ^ na ^ fl Jfid enrolling a group of 

Have you ever considered enro±xj.u& u. s r 

retire* Senior Citizens" to do part «^^» 
as special investigators, °£ 5 ?™° r ^ ° ,J lanU l T f vork 

eryf .%•? ig .-^rrtufrrcr^idea; s£ 

^efo^a^OTp KifeQ.' 
and order. ^Sincere ^ 
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'-ByJOHKMcDERMOTT- 

y Herald Staff Writer 

,.??:Mclyin M. Belli called J. 
SEJdgar Hoover "an . ideologi- 
cal fascist-' --.Monday during 
."an; address at Miami Beach. 
.Hejalso took a chop at US. 

• Sen. Bobert F. Kennedy. 
v -"I tfon'.t like Edgar Hoov- 

■^er^decjared the San Francis- - 
|^^t©rney; asihe opened Jiisi 
I^ggni&r&sito'the newly 'formed 
i- Criminal Law Section of the 
^American Trial Lawyers ■ in 
;' convention at, the, Fontaine-. 
^leauHptel - -^ :r £ *« O- 
r-;3elli's 'observations came 
l.as'-iie defended the American 
: court '.system .- and par ticu lar- 
ly.thc U.S.' Supreme Court 
against "charges . th.it . ".the 
Courts tend to "coddle" crimi- 
nals ■ r'f >- • .V; X " ■. 
'•- :He said one of the reasons 
.he doesn't like Hoover is that 
"he has designedly, through 
his 'high-powered public rela- 
. tions organization, created 
isuch . an .image of himself 
. that even ' honest American 
. politicians are un-American in 
their fear of him and. afraid 
■ ltd" 'jcriticize him 'even though 
'ithey .'know he is an ideologi- 
■Vfcal fascist." *' 

: Belli went on to say, how- 
ever, that the principal rea- 
son he dislikes Hoover "and ■ 
his embittered far-rlghtwing- 
ers is because of 'their snide 
and surreptitious criticism of 
the U.S. Supreme Court" 

■■What the courts are doing, 
said Belli, is protecting the .. 

'rights of the accused regard- 
less of who they are. 

He said Hoover and his 
."adept public relations men" 

|. confuse U.S. common . law . 

: with French civil law "where 

.practically, an accused man 

* is presumed to be guilty until 
: proved otherwise." 

As for a lawyer seeking 
j loophole's to keep a man 
from jail, this is a duty 
which every attorney must 
i'.assume in searching for what- 
, ever last ditch "technicali- 
Vties." 

f Belli said that he has seen 
*. these same loopholes and 
. : technicalities . save the inno- 




Melvin Belli 



the forces . of the fax right, 
want" toil tap' my telephone," 
he said. - ."„ 

. "They want to know what 

1 am saying, therefore, what 

. I am .thinking. . I'm not a 

criminal. I've got nothing to 

hide." -•'■■■ '.:,-. 

• Belli said once iiis phone is 
tapped -then 1 "someone" will 
not be satisfied with .the ex- 
posure of : : his ' innermost 
thoughts but will also* want 
to "assist me in my thinking 
and tell me how :I .should 
tulnlc" -r k 

'. Belli' said "tnat : , the Su- 
preme Court in recent years' 
has been fulfilling its highest 
dury by protecting the indi- 
vidual personal rights of all. 
;.:, He warned that paralleling 
the growth of federalism is 
potential danger of- a -police 
state resulting from -better 
communications and. scien- 
tific crime : prevention facili- 



at Convention 

. raps Bobby Kennedy* tco ! 

ties such as laboratories and : 
radios. ' : '\ 

Belli quoted Hoover as 
saying at Chicago in 1963 
that justice' has' nothing to, 
do with expediency . ; . "the . 
FBI will continue to be objec- 
tive regardless ; of pressure, 
groups. which try to use the 
FBI to attain ther own sel-j. 
fish aims to the detriment oj* 
our people as a whuie " ..•'.■ f 

Belli concluded { by saying- 
that there is no ' need toj 
-change the. so-called- "cod-- 
dling laws". 'He said that the - 
crime factor should [be . to* 
preserve the freedom end the * 
legal rights of the individual.:' 
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"X subscribe to the neces- 
sity of k lejral system that 
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.3 ■■:■;*• 










■'■■,';' Your letter of August 2nd, with enclosure, has 
3wvs£ - ^^Sfn^ 5 ^ 511 rficeived, and 2 want you to know bow much your support 

:r ^-?;W#*>Wa.cbm^ *'< -" ■■ jV't ":•■■■■ -i "- 

: - -2 .^^ ..,.■:.- ",, - ..'.-• Your offer of assistance is Indeed appreciated; 

'f'0^-. : ■ . however, there is no way in which I can authorize you to act 

in .any capacity for the FBI. AH citizens can be oi assistance 
by referring to proper authorities information they have of a, 
; criminal or subversive nature.; It you receive such informa- 
tion, please feel free to contact representatives of ou* office 
*" located at S801 Biscayne Boulevard^ Miami, Florida 33137. 
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Sincerely yours, 

J, Edgar. Hoover : 
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Agents of this country; 
appearing in the July 27, 1965 editioar'bf THE MIAMI HERALD 
and TKS MIAMI NEWS, wherein yea are quoted in your remarks 
to.. the Americas* Trial Lawyers Association as referring to 
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i is ' ;:/ 

- • - * ./ 



."' /Ac a high public official* „ Mr » Hoover is certainly ;.'. 
not above criticism* and |jip lidt in any way imply that you eaould 
be restrained in 'your rigbt to. criticise. However, it is ibuadicily - - 
apparent to" rae that you have not followed his public c tat omentfir^ 
atxd the influence he has eatertfsd throughout hie long careet ; as. a'\ 
law enforcement officii when you term him a "fascist, '.» reg&rdlees 
of the deacriptioh* Althwghln a position to abuse. the power vested 
in hlni and the FBI,. he he© eteadf astiy and adamantly refused anS:* 
discouraged every attempt ^made to transpose the FBI into a 
^^^ - national police force* > ;.^^ss\cpurig^us^man imbued with seeking 

^y^i^X^J additional power would long ego have allowed the FBI to be an 
">*3i^ or ;pgpu^ Bach time he appears before the j 

. CM h»».«^..»>. ..* ...._.. ^.* creating a ^g4ce; 

•50 '" /7 ' * • "•*■ ■ f : " ; - ; " " - - "•** !^liJ'7 &'Vi> -'*&' 
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. .^v-" : Malvla Sclii, Esquire 

>6!»>> A ;iiE*C« *fc. £ ■ 




; >^tel|:eby &c : ?cs^s* of iK-a-dvised legiglatioa which vrould deprive" 

:- ; » O^^iiiseao of Sh&U* rights efeftsse Americans.; In bis public 
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roeattf he has £lr*g«t£3 e&ch ^U^rapt over the years of those 

■:' : "wSo^believri It aecesejisy for r^orc effective liW' enforcement a&d 
^^tj^^tera&l Security oi tM« country to add to the powers of; the ^ 
^ — "^ '4^prlvia§ citi%ea-s of their rights &e has long advocated 

viol^tiag she rights of the imiSc^«u''- -. ■ ' " "'" : ^" ; "" " ' ■ j 



:;?.■■: Xa y-hort. *4r, JJeUl, i$iry : oa. to call jr.- E<$ga.r Hoover. 
let** rciltcta a se^a^ol. total irrespoasifeiHty at -which I £*aw 
surprised. Whcu yo%S-<rtt"ke S*£r* Hoov<*r~»havs devotees 



ft 

indeed, 





i*ltr- 



harce, In v*&? jsiid : ir, ;.icac^ beea confronted with daily proble^a*: p 
of a crAO?t'scsrio-.i^ nnt^rc aiitfCtix^ chz very tsciivity of ousr cliisrory^ 






then* ,.vlr r I v/oali h$ 



6 .*•***■?*«* ^ ■■ morei thaia a- grai^ <A salt. 



;c pron^ U> accept ycai- Sviixl^; *l&iiu -..::: vviHi 
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Veaq^iraly years, 
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l.lpU.ll |IUtf;v.:.: 

"henri argument, 
wish 1 could take IiiT! 

ihem who.hclicvc iii\^*«ing.;ind '''nW^f^^ 
felons, through the agoiti/.i rig ordeal ol..- 
die last clays -ol wailing in the deaths 
house lo lie hanged t>r eltctrocmed. 
through the gut-wrenching last 'W'" 1 - 
through the: wriiing ol the last In/art- j 
breaking icutrr to Ones wile or daiighu-r. 
Let me do ju :i this, nothing wore—and : 
I'd be able n; defeat capital punishment 
singlehandedly. 

PLAYBOY: Do you disagree with the view 
that the death penalty deters crime? 
BEUl: Naturally, punishment docs de v 
tcr.5omff crime. A lot of crime hasn't hap- 
pened because whoever considered it 
simply fcarccliie'd wind up in the clink. 
But you've got a different breed of moti- 
vation in murder— because of its irra- 
tionality. Most murderers just don't 
•think -in terms ..of consequences; they 
don't' think"'at .a^l. as * matter of fact. 
Thus, the dcadi penalty does very litde, 
if anything, to deter murder. I've seen ; 
prisoners join a jailbrcak, going right.! 
past condemned row, doing exactly what ■•« 
they knew could put them in the death i 
house, and it didn't deter them a bit. = 
PLAYBOY: 'Examining another aspect .of 

■ American justice in a recent book called p 
\ Itnloceiice, author. Edward D. .Radm 

■ estimated that some M.OOii people each 
.year are convicted, imprisoned and in 
' some cases executed for .crimes they 

didn't commit. Are those figures accu- 
rate, in your opinion: 
belli: We can't have any way of know- 
ing for sure unless their convictions are 
rcversed^aud nothing like that number 
arc. Ciivuir.siantial evidence can often be 
; loaded or misleading, and eyewitnesses 
'; m, be -mistaken or untruthful, but I'm 
'still not among those who feci that a 
•great number of innocent people arc 
convicted because of either. 1 have too 
much respect for our system of law to 
believe that justice could miscarry so of- 
~ ten and on such a scale. Over and above 
; that, I've had the practical experience to 
Idcny the allegation. Bui, of course, 
i miscarriages do occur, and probably al- 
iways will, for man-made law will always 
; be fallible; but even if it happens only 
■ioncc in a million cases, we must rectify 
■ it and look for means to improve our j 
system of justice so that the same mis- ■ 
.: take isn't made again. If by protecting j- 
j the rights of an accused, providing him ; 
i as we do with recourse to appeal for a j 
\ reversed decision on the basis of irrcgu- . 
: larities in the conduct of "his trial, we I 
' enable ten guilty mm to go free because * 
their lawyers get them olf on a "legal: 
technicality," it would still be better 
; than for one innocent man to.be convict- , 
cd and imprisoned, or even executed, 
because lie had no such recourse. 
.PLAYBOY: A niomciii ago .you brought! 
up the fallibility of eyewitness testimony. 



ifcfe 











Willi 

•sir^l 

BELLI: Vl\\> * 



5^#;-:£:s?rs 



___„. „-.. , asked ^iliat^ucsc; 

tion: lt-happens-io be one. ofuhe*aKcs : l->» 

grind in my book Ihtlla* Juuije. In it, I 

said I was convinced that, the testimonial . 

credibility of policemen. on the witnev; 

' stand is often highly suspect, for it steir< 

; from the belief, deep in their law-abic - 

! ing. hearts, that they arc serving a highu: 

truth than justice when they testify f- 

: the prosecution. They often know : ? . 1 

about the case in wiiidi they are tcr.if 

: ing thai-might -foe helpful to the defen 

| ant — but U»cy sometimes neither ma!*.c 

! available to his attorney nor mention! 

j in court. They are convinced — it's p:| 

j of being a cor> — that the reason the if 

1 fendan.t is sitting Uiere is Uiat the At 

j their pan of die law, has done* its ji 

! and tliat the job of judge and jury is! 

| provide x^uick, questionless convictil 

! and a stiff sentence. The presumption! 

:. innocence until guilt is proven i* f 

I lawyers, not for cops. The man jnxtU 

guilty, Urey tlrink, or else why has 

i.been arrested, arraigned and brought 

\ trial? So they sometimes convijjee tluj 

selves that a modicum of uuth strcil 

; ing or truth omission on their part ro^ 

. achieve the desirable end that strict 

hcrencc to the rule of evidence -:c| 

not. '• . . !« 

Perhaps, of all people, from, w ^ 

you've read of me, and because of wi < 

I've just said, you wouldn't expect ^g: 

to say this, but I think the ave.jgjjj: 

American policeman not only is a i; **! 

guy, but he's underpaid, ovcrworl e . 

and :i pretty damned good h:: i:ui bei::^. 

! He goes out of his way *.*» iiclp kids, 

' and to help people in trouble. It*s only | 

the black shccp."u7c errant cop. who <ycis 

into the jjewspapcrs. And diank God 

i there arcii't many of them. . 

\ PLAYBOY: The. U.S. crime rate is steadily 

; rising, and many law-cnforccmci t >i V 

■ cers arc convinced that part of the caui.e 
j lies in the courts' insistence on strict 
I rules of evidence that provide. lawyers. 
\ as you mentioned a moment age, wiih 
\ 44 leg:il loopholes" to spring their client.. 

■ How do yoji feel about it? 

I BELLI: What the police mentality seems 

unable to comprehend is that iIksc 

= : "loopholes," these technicalities ot the 

■ law, are among the inalicnablc~p*mne- 
lions against ihc violation and usin ».t- 

I tion of human rights. I admit that 1 ,e 
seen a few llagrantly guilty men : p 
tlnt>ugh legal loopholes and go .vrot-li c 
iii my time; bin' far more oficn I'rc s mi 
these same loopholes used to t : inno- 
cent men and women who wov >r \ oi: ;i- 
wise have perished or been M-ir^jf priM.n 
for the best years of Uieir lives. i^Vtli.ifs 
not the reason for wic rising C* jc r. •-■ 
t And it's certainly r?t because . -[>'*: : ^* 
growing more lawless and &>. 'i/.^J-JM 
* ^TeTiavg darkly Hinted. A^ji "J; ' <lf _ 

ml ^ 
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ir >i By ..MJATi'SCHRAM. 

' VI don't like ■ Edgar-Htfoover 
" ' •* 1 ■. -and J have so. use for -Dick 
-Tracy, either/- ;.,: 
* Speaking was a silver-haired.-. 
. movie star-type with GeMivaicr ' 
r passes. Flamr.'ov;;;.: triai lar- ■ 
- yer .nciv^ Bc;:i v/ss £.eu;*3 His 
well ..known dander uj> over 
chafes, that courts are coddling 

; criminals. 

i • 

X;cl!i — former itiorcey 'fer 
Jack Ruby, murderer of Lee 
Hnrvey Oswald — bristles ai 
ihc slightest Ragij'.'siio:!' thx 
criiuii'.als are c^'i-ed by th'ft. 
law. 

"H's a slur on the American 
Constitution," .!:•■; said ho:*?. 

. "And. J/ Edgar Trover :s con- 
stantiy mouthing mat slander- 
ing 'coddling' charge a::d Dick 

■ Tracy does it too — at least coco 
i wcck. ! '. 

Belli leeiurwS 2,.V.X> ce ; J rashes 
yesterday, at the American 
Trial Lawyers convention s f . 
the Foniainebleau HoieL 

The constitutional guarantees 
were written to protect the in- 
nocent — not. convict the guilty, 
argued Belli. 




r 'Belli 





■■■_■. ■ r' ■■ ..*.---:.r- ■• ■ . .:>■■■ -\ .:>■ .■■•.i 



'•'■ ft ■■^* > v- : . ■*'■'• ■* 






?ped 



'•Over the year-, I've --.■•-si 
so;i-c j"I;.'.e:rai:ily i-uilly £A irae 
Liii i'^-.^ aU - o sC'-ii ih-:*se 
Si\ir : e 'iO'-sphfllcs' r.od''*crhnu:«i- 
j;itt5 ( of the i**vv save tiie »:*:&-" 
c^r.t v.*I;o othervpise would have : 
jicrwhed. 

"Setter ic :M S3 guilty go free 
than cor.viwi. one innocent pt*r- 
sor»." ■ j 

Be!M called FBI Chier Hoover 
ar, "ideolegica! fascist'* who has 
\-:-eatcd a Godlike image of hjnv 
se!» through his "hif;h-po\vered 
public relations organization./.' . : 

"The main reason I dislike 
Mr. Hoover and his embittered 
lar-rightvvirtgers v is . because of 
tr.e:r snide and surrentiiious 



criticism of the United Stales^.. 
Supreme -emfffc^* -said Belu>-^- 

The attorney Uien pointed out 

"that both Hoover and Sen. Rob-' 

ert Kennedy <D-N.V.> have -ad-, 

■vocatid oiloivirig vire-^pplag 

'•evidence in the courtroom. : 

'; rBut I'm just Victorian — 
and leg.-il .— ' enough to beiic-ve 
that my home, is si ill m>- cas- 
tie," countered Belli. 

• And he added: 

'Tve had my pl:c:ie 
since I i?r*; took ?<~ v 1 
Hoover a year* Ego. And Los- 
Anceles Polii'e Chft'i tWiJliaiK) 
Pa:*ker is building a doi-sicr on 
me. It's V^ so.W.:-»ns oU t of 
■ Hiiler's rloim troooerb- 
... The 57-ycar.tId attorney .(''I'll 
be 53 ThVrid.ty") is cr.-cov.nsel ' 
in a local case, where three 
Uania barmaids are efccrJRC" 
with indecent exposure. The . 
giris serwd drinks wearing 
nothing but pasties above .the 
waistline. (Belli recently won 
o similar case . in his hbme- 
*tcw*n.San ^rasci*co.) 

'•If s Just another .r->>.t of 

r jaw to me," said . BeUi. "it's 

'/alia matter of censorship. lAnd 

*' 1 think ii s):ouid he ur- tol the 

individuals to decide wha *$ 

bad taste in their own miife/' 
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date &*QJ&-J^fi^4£e^ 
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- 3jjy" aOlfK MrDKn-AtOTT 

i 4 ■ Herald- $!*ft v.rj:«r . 

J -vtelvin M. Belli < called . J.. " 
■v^ar -'Hoover.' "an - ideotogt-' 
16 fascist" Monday daring." 
• * address at Miarhi ■ Besch.V. 
*u. aieo looks chop at' U.S. ' 
* fc :£i. ttoocrt F. Kennedy. . - 
■ X' I don't' like Kdgar'Hoov 
;.r" 4eclaxcd the San JYancis« 
1 3 Uorney ' os "lie* opejied^his 
r-piarks to the newly formed 
":j/i:ninaj Law Section' 
i-2wr;can Trial Lawyer?, in 
rq.ventioa jii the Fonts ine- 
yjfeuHote). ' 

' 4fcelli's "'"observations;- caiho •; 
2ghe defended the American 
>Vf ^ system and 'particular- 
-&ihe U.S. Supreme Court 
2;7tlftst chaises that the 
% lyriff tend to "coddle" oiiini- 

■■■■?».■-■-.> '■■■ • V 

29le said one of the, r*:a*-,ns . 

3 Qdoesii't like Hoover is that 

'.\r has designedly, fhr'-.ugh 

V:l high-powri-c;i j-.-ubiii- :r!a- 

Jigi^y^rganiratior.. created 

* *h*fin image of hr.ry.ecf 

\wt tjeven ' honest American 

1 411 icans arc un-Ar.'.cricen :n 

■. viv fear of him and afraid 

-:? tft-iticixe him oven i ho; :?!':' 

56-/ know he is an ideologi- 

■> .4 fascist." 

' J ■'"•'" ■■=- 

3 gpolli weni ■ in*, to Kiy.'.-i.-itv 

V-r-r. thiit ;iu> principal 10a- 

*.*<. he dislikes Hoover *\\r.:l 

;Q enihittered far-riffhtwinjr-' 

,!a is bwauso of their smdo 

*.4u Mirreptftious criticism of 

13* U.S. Supreino Ccuri;** 

« 3ivhat the courts are doing; - 
; 4d JB0H1, is protecting the 

'■5s If who they are. 
J S'f said Hoover and his . 
•'sf'4>t public relations men" 
refuse 1J.S. common- law 
J 8-h French civil law "where 
• 4'tfctically, -an accused man 
"presumed "to ive guilty until 
"> -Q*vcd otherwise." 
-v\s for.. a.. lawyer Rcoiiikt; 
J.-Jphoies to keep, a m|;i 
52m.'..jml,: this .is a duly 
^\gich every attorney nrsukt 
. E-ume in search ins for \vh-A- 
>*-r -last ditch -."JvchnieylW 

>*-ts ' - — 

>6 '..- - •"• " 

» ' •: . .• 

53 -v. 
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Bfeifi Slid tJ* .1. ito 


;h 
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< 0' 


;i«icaiif.j.--:s s^ve 
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t from ii\*f r».?a?. n 


*s 


vwii as, in sorrtif 



»: h; 



!ne .-rir l-ijrht, 
*:V ;eir:v!ioriC t " 



xu*:cy. 

"I v.iii-MT.'U:- to "iiie ncc:e*- 

siiy of a 2e*;:tf system that'; 

. e-an.'houst *J.vttAr l»>t &9 p;ji;- ; 

ly go lrc»> than ennvid c-n*> \\ 

itinocent person 1 , ho wild. 

i- 

rhi'"said that a . criminal ■-" 

lawyer has ;h.> duly 10 seek •! 

'cophoies jus:: ?.s jnu-^h as it r 

\% Vive joh of s corporation ]'. 

oMorney to seek *eehnica:L- j : 
Ugr by which his client* can-.j; 

.tvoiri payments "of toxen. ■ ; |' 

liclii hit at Kennedy, the j 

junior Kr-.iator frc;e*. Xcv." ;' 

York, and foroiir l ; '-S. atlo:*- j 

:!;*y Venoiai U.r niWoc^iir^ ■ 
:iie u.;c oi" wire i:;;:r>;n:; in . 

•no t& •••''&'•:'''■ '-&li :*i. i'.iii\1l- 1 

TVi is. v 

•■nt>t>hy Kcmiotsy r.\\\ . ?»:;•. ; 
Hoover "' ,inn — ^e:r str:m-e l- 
"H'dfeliows m tiy^s i,'cioe?;t;e, 



■"ihe J:m;w of 

■'Vil'ii iO^i.Hp 

'.'hesiiii." 

"Ti ny warn :*- ^r,- , i-.v whit 
I ;-.P*J.;;;yiyi^ thc;"cfo:.^ r what 
i t:n thinking. I'm not a 
criminal. I've got nothing to : .' 
hide." * . 



ties such 



5-cil:-fc&id once h;s |ihone is 
t:vp>-,\d Then '• 1 \ainft3fli! M will 
; not hoi Satisfied with IJie cx- 
positre of JiU niRfrmost- 
iho;t*rhts but wIM-also w&nfc 
1« ":ii,sfst JDf in my rhiiiUift'c "rJianc? 
«»:«< tc.0 me now I should diin; 

iiij'rii," 

3>elu Kairi Jhat : the: Sc- j 
p-.-cme Court in recent years L 
has boon fulfimng it* highest 
d;::.y by nrotccJin-: T.'to i;\m- 
vi.-'^al ncwo3i:-it r-giits of nil. 

iiU* warned :h:.c ;vu"R!U:.'knt; 
(jf> gi-owlh of teaci-ali^mlis 
:jt!;;l d;in;-^v --;f *i !V)!l:-o 
.- r*^-.; ! i:; t ■; ;»-.»! ■ i he I J^ v 
.cfv.!ii;:mcu:!:Mir; ='i;i sc:#r> 
s t of ic crime rs.ev-".^' .ot f^c='i- 



r.tfj'i quo:/:;! ; r.v.*.-;:; [ ;•?; 

sayjjjg; at Chioaco ::: ..f-i-^ 
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2 4 .^^%i^^^|^'; ; Assistant Director, C. D. DeLoach has ■ shown ■ 
i^m j m £ a^cppyof your letter of July 28, i065^which was sent to 
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>7 



■^iyin^-SeHi and the two Miami newspepsrs* 






t am* ol course; very gratsfal for your fine 



3 l ^IS|8^^ action Sir comingjtq the defense of the FBI 

1 1 ' ;Z^-' : " bb£ mei"^ While". X have saver hesitant "to spBak out wlisn 



^*^vBiBirrUons allegations of total irr&pens&Ulty have been made 
ss^ : against the FBI or me, I will not dignify the comments In tliies 



i 3 : y*;»- „ 



instance because of the obvious character and bac&grvimd of 
-fi a ; 4- • ^i^ r ftP a ^^^S these statements. It was good of you, 
»S-l%2 tio*OT«*V-to' show an interest in this matter, arid I wanted 
l8 -W . you to loiow of my appreciation. , ,M ' — - 
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Sincerely yours, 

<J a JEdgar: Hooves 
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:1 - Mr. Jones (sent with cover memo) 
11-Mr. Morrell (sent with cover memo) 
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o0 ' : '"%Jv- DeLoach.to Mohr memo, 7/29/65, ; captioned, "Melvin Belli, Attorne 
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■^-■"■^ the* obviously mentally ; disturbed and intemperate att] 

who served as defense .counsel for Jack Ruby in Dallas," Texas. He attempt 
: ,to gain as- much notoriety as possible while serving as counsel. He was lat| 
^'discharged even by Ruby. ' < 

I have mentioned telephonically to Mr. Tolson on 7-28-65, 
Belli recently spoke before the Criminal Law Section of the American Trial 
Lawyers Convention in Miami,. Florida.. He later appeared on television. ^ 

* •■..." The attached ciipping'from the "Miami News" dated 7-27-6 5 

reflects that Belli referred to the Director as a "ideological fascist' 1 who Ik? 
created a God-like image of himself through his "high-powered public relates 
organization. tr We have already received letters from various individual ^ 
citizens taking issue with Belli and referring to him in very uncomplimentary 
terms — which he deserves. ,. 

i ' I discussed this matter telephonically with Judge Bob Floyd, 

I President-Elect, Former Agents Society, on 7-27-65. There is attached a 
copy of a letter from Floyd- to Belli, copies of which have been given to various 
newspapers in Miami, in which reports of Bellijs scurrilous allegations con- 
cerning the Director appeared. iN F e.?Mvr^- ! ?^VT A ."i;i5D 

ACTION: ■■^S^^&f/S*'^',:- "■ 




Director. 
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There is attached a suggested letter to Judge Floyd from the 
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Enclosure 3*^ 
1 - Mr. Jones; 

1 - Mr. Morrell 
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•the Appearance OF.i^jumOEXjj^ 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAIJFORNM, ATTORNEY 
ON THE LEJTORANE TELEVISION SHOWW^GHTLIFE' 
9 ^ ^^:,^^^y^ <1^9-J^ -■--—-■ — ~™—«- .-.- — . 

^'-■^S^^SThe captioned program is an interview and discussion type she 

into/) nofinnnlln nnn. 4-V.<-.' A«.„ U J T-» 1__ _.. _ •■'■ J " I 
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presented nationally over the American Broadcasting Company network 



m 



. ' ; '-^-/ W MlB he New York Office has provided a tape reflecting Melvin Be] 
remarks /; appearing on this program on 7-20-65. Belli is, of course the 
attorney who acted as defense counsel for Jack Ruby in Dallas, Texas. ' He \ . 
an irresponsible individual who has made a number of scurrilous attacks on 3 

■Director. and the FBI. v • " ■->'■■■-■-.■: ■ " * 



.,.. • """"■ He was interviewed by Les Crane, a well-known TV personam 

V2^gwho acts as master of ceremonies on "Nightlife." A transcript of this intervfi 
— 3 -is attached. - : 
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To summarize the transcript briefly ... Belli, as expected, made 
^several nasty remarks concerning the Directorand the FBI. He_alleged that 
FBI Agents, are inclined to shade their testimony in court in the interest of - -. 
maintaining a "90 percent record of convictions. " He compared the Director to^ 
Chief Parker of the Los Angeles Police Department claiming that Parker has 1 _,„ ^ 
"brochures^ on most of, the people in the West and that Mr. Hoover has "brochur^M} 5 * 
on most of 'the people in the United States. He states "that Chief Parker aspires^pl 
to Mr. Hoover's position which, I think, Mr. Hoover has held much too long " E^~ 




2& 



Belli furthe^-states that Mr. Hoover "g ives graduation ad dresses and tells wjir-p ": |j 
all thP /•rtmihais Q ^o -wW fh -cr«^o ,i,a«u r,™^ ^g amou^ ~f the take j^ everythinfl^ 
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all the criminals are, rwhat they're dpmg now 
else and says he is powerless to. do'anything. 

tent his allegations 



To document his allegations concerning the pirector Belli referred ^W 
, t ved Cook's book "The FBI Nobody KnoWs. " He cited allegations made by laM 

former SA Jack Levine which were set forth in this book stating as follows: "the 
ideology of the man at graduation. . The boys having to come to him with cer tai-- 
colored stockings, a certain necktieynot smoking a cigarette, having to boy »h*n 
-they meet, him. All these sort of things remind me very much of the men :y they 
would^o into- the presence of Herman GoerringV. Th ese thing s don't belonJJn r 
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M. A. Jones to De Loach Memo 

RE: •• THE APPEARANCE OF MELVIN BELLI 

.;•• ON THE LES CRANE TELEVISION SHOW "NIGHTLIFE" 



"" ••'.:■ Crane refuted Belli* s remarks at this point stating that he had 
spoken to "FBI men who have read the book " including a former Agent who iq 
^ now an official in New York City and that they had all indicated that Levine' sd 
^ ^.allegations hadno basis in fact. ° ; 

l- 'V'^^^f^^^eUiyLiioi'to be deterred, alleged that Levine was denied memL 

2 Jin the Arizona Bar Association because he (Levine) had made critical remark] 

3 J concerning Mr.- Hoover, '■'■■;-.■ '-.:■'■'■> ' 

Crane' s interview of Belli on this program lasted approximate! 
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ten minutes. 
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9 ^• RECOM MENDATION: " 
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1 ^. . ' For information. 
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TRANSCRIPTION OF EXCERPTS FROM 
THE LES CRANE TV SHOW, "NIGHTLIFE, " 
ABC-TV, 7-20-65, REFLECTING AN 
INTERVIEW OF MELVIN BELLI BY 
LES CRANE 



"Our next guest, who is called by some of his friendli(] 

critics, a mad genius,, the court jester, meaning the courtroom jestt 

•■■-•-fiji. •• ■ . . . . . .. ■ ., 
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apublicity-Kiad jpettif ogger, the Sal Hurok of the legal prof ession kno] 

various other appellations like that. t! ; r:- : 

"You have a pretty good list so far. ". 
^ "Among his enemies are the American Bar/Associatioj 

the American Medical Association, practically every insurance '. 

company in the United States, Robert F. Kennedy, J. Edgar Hoover, || 

Richard Nixon, how much time do we have?" 

"You've made me out ajoretty good guy sofar though. " 
"However, one thing that most of his critics have to 

acimit, is that h,e is generally regarded to be the greatest trial lawyer 

in America . today, Melvin Belli. 
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"Have you just come from San Francisco or from where? 1^,7^ 



"Yeah, we just came from San Francisco on one of — 

, • * 
those wild trips that they get you in on time letting the wheels down 
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! CRANE: 
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way up there and bringing you on in they gave you a great big" meal"*" 
over Philadelphia and then after they gave us this meal they brought 
: us down 3, 000 feet every second and then we had trouble including 
Caesar (sic) all the way down." (Dialogue concerning Belli's weariiij 
apparel and the fog in San Francisco not transcribed. ) 
•;;••; -;.';. ; ; "You've been getting a lot 'of attention lately, they had 
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you made about. .. y ■; 

"Yeah, when that came out we rang for breakfast and If 



! 29 



V.r.V; .-.•:'• -'.saicr -before you answer the door you'd better see if that's Bob Kenn€;d| 
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Edgar Hoover or the waiter. We were a little concerned about that oi 

"For those who might not have read the magazine artiq|§ : | jjl 
would you like to repeat some of the things you said about Bobby Kennedy?! 1 . I 



:-:W 



"Well, if I did what was-on the cover you ! <£ be out of a lob £#g| 
and I f d be out of a profession. I don f t know why he put that on there. . . . 
you know sometimes when you give these interviews you do use a little $% 
language that I think is a little manly, a little rough and then it comes out 
just exactly as you said it. That f s a new type of journalism, 
like the University of California. I guess they all graduated from' * 



*(£nzburg was formerly the publisher of "Eros." He was convicted 
of pornography for sending "Eros" and two other publications thror~h 
the mail. He is appealing this conviction. j& 
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there. Those four letter words appear on the cover. The way they 
■ were strung out on the cover there and I saw them there, that here 
-. Belli says this about Kennedy I went back and stayed in the shower i 
the rest of the day. " 

"What are some of the things, you feel about our Senal 
^^^wiY^^ttiat you can say on television?" ' 

"Oh, I thought the Senator you. had was a great man, - 
Pm sorry that he was beaten. That's 'the one you're referring to?" 

"No, I'm referring to Robert F. Kennedy. " 

"The present 9ne? I don't know what he is doing dcv: 
there now, but I was sorry to see the man you had beaten, I thought 
he was a great Senator and he was doing a great job. " 

" ' "Is he evading the issue? Is that what he is doing?" 

"Not exactly, I think I've said enough about the other 
one down there. " % - 

"You don't want to talk about Bobby at all?" 
* . "Not too much, I f d rather wait and see, I think we all 

would, and see what he does do because here in the troubled years ahead,;0 : Jf: 
and certainly there are going to bd troubled years ahead, this man 
avowedly wants to run for the Presidency. Either he or his 
brother, one of them now is a candidate. One or the other isgoi: tc 
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run tliis we know and he may turn out to be a good man. The brother 
. was the greatest President we ever had, a magnificent man. I thoug 
•: lie was exquisite and by the. same token, .1 can say, I think a lot of us 
wiU have. to admit that he put more personal fortune into getting intogje 
White House than any man in past history. Some people extrapolate 
;"'***.' J - #"9^s° semantically kind,they say. that he bought the Presidency; HeHfct;a|p 

"•7"',-'"'' ".' w; " ■ - B ■ - * 

.^ lot of money into getting it. Once he got in there he was a great Pi efflpenifeii 
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Now, if we had what we lost the other day I think it would have been imi 
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greatest we ever had. A man that we can apply the appellation to of (HreaJL- ■■? 

r : — .-" ; v N - 1 iii 

"sweet guy in a masculine sort of way, Adlai Stevenson, a man that " --''-■ 
it makes you feel good that we love him so much and here was an e°r*#fad^' '%'* 
here was a real intellectual and we thought that he stood about at the top of 
the list. We all loved him. He was a great man. Graciousness, generosity 
kindness, old school sort of Chesterfieldian. The first man that would stijncig 
when a woman came into the room. All of these gracious things that v.e jj?&£* 
thought we've lost In this life I think were personified in this great Adlai |^^ 
Stevenson, and it T s such a wonderful thing to see that we still love those m}M 
qualities in an American and that's why I like this man so much. J jvab so'§E|b 
happy in sadness to see so many other people liked him too. " 

ft When you undertook the defense of Jack Ruby, I 
imagine the question that leapt to the minds of lots of your friends,. 
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and people who don't know you and don't know that much about 
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(sic ) Ppf 
the law in which 1*1.1 ask for a lot of people who might want to know/ Wouldf ;.' H 

you defend anybody? 11 . m ■ t,™ 




thafci^ 



.';,..'_. / ff I think the greatest asset that I have as a. trial lawyer 

I am .for hire. I 1 !! take either side~-I hope with, equal facility. As lo 
I T m for hire, as long as you can buy me,, and'once you T ve bought me, 
: completely hcyiest to your side. I think tha^s the greatest attribute th 



trial lawyer has. Because thenyou know you have a champion in your J 

Yes, I would take any kind of a case andl think the guiltier a man the 

he needs a better lawyer, and I dbn T t mean in the sense that he is gomMIbo' 

pickup the technicalities or the loopholes of the law. I mean it in th.s^ensja, 

that there is no man so black whose heart is so dark or soul so black l«§it ' * 

1 • ■ B 

something can*t be said for him. It r s a soft touch to go in and represent a : . 




.. ■ - ■ '"';■'■■■ i'^M 

man that anyone can see he is innocent or represent in a personal injury case ..J- 

■■■■■"■'■ : . ~ " . ~ &x 

a cliild who has lost a leg, a drunken taxicab driver or a motorist. But A ^i 

the ones that are tough, the ones that are close, the ones youVe got to jr^i* 

explain- -they T re the' ones that need a good lawyer and I think, I say . fe|& 
again, that the thing the layman criticizes us for they say one time he 

WW 

is representing the corporation the other time he is representing the individusii' 

■■ . : ' ' : PR 

He is crying for this side today or tomorrow he will by crying for the ohev^!-:^ 
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.side. I think that*s our greatest attribute. And another thing too that y-;u cMtfc J 
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